AUGUST NEWSLETTER
Greetings to one and all and welcome to another nine months in the madhouse. As you can appreciate this is the first of many newsletters which will be sent with your monthly appointments.

May I also take this opportunity to welcome all the new officials who have joined the league this season, even if you are a re-join!!

For the benefit of the newcomers, one of the reasons for a monthly newsletter is to keep you updated with the goings on in and around the league and also to keep you in check with your correspondence duties and other bits and bobs.

Please note there are no appointments for the 20th August. This is because it is FA Cup day and true to their style I am still waiting for the FA to send me the appointments for the Cup on that day.
I’ve been hanging on and on, but cannot wait any longer. Therefore I’ll be sending to you the appointments for that day, once the FA get their finger out and let me know what’s what. 

HANDBOOKS
By the time you are reading this you should have received your handbooks from Postman Pat. Please check your details and let me know of any errors. I will then forward them to the Press secretary and he will publish them in his weekly notice board.

Hopefully these errors will not be as bad as in previous years as the league has gone to a new printer.

If any of you have not received your handbook by Saturday, please let me know and I’ll post another one out to you.

ACCEPTANCE OF FIXTURES

As in previous seasons the rule of thumb for acceptance of appointments is six days for levels 5 to 7. Please complete the acceptance sheet and return to me within that due time, preferably by email, but posted forms are acceptable as long as it is in the required time frame.

This is a very important role that you play here as it helps me to ‘tick’ you off on my laptop and leaves me with as few problems as is possible.

For all new level 4’s to the league, your cut off time for acceptance of your appointments is just 48 hours. 

Please note that failure to accept appointments in the required time leaves me with no option but to remove you from your appointments and you will not receive any other appointments for the month.

Remember, IF YOU DON’T WANT TO ANSWER AN EMAIL, THEN DON’T OPEN IT.

Some of you maybe thinking you have been left off the appointments list for this month. I have not forgotten you, in fact there is a fair number of appointments for the 20th which I need to cover.

 Do not throw your dummies out of the pram as many of you will get replacement games, as there are still a number of officials taking late holidays, in fact so far this week and it is only Wednesday morning, I’ve had seven officials take time out for a late holiday booking.

May I remind you not to take games with other leagues if your name does not appear on this list. I may need you at short notice and once you have given me a date you have to stick to it. 

CLOSED DATES 

Please let me know of any closed dates as soon as you are aware of any. I cannot stress the importance of this facet of correspondence.
With County Cup competitions just around the corner, as soon as you are aware of an appointment, let me know immediately via email.

Added to this are the FA Cup and FA Vase whereby at these early stages of the competition many of you will be used to officiate in these prestigious competitions.
2.

Therefore it is imperative for you all to let me know of any outside appointments as soon as is practicable. Again email only please.

REFEREES’ RESULT SHEETS

For the observant ones amongst you, you will notice that these are very different from last and previous seasons. The reason for this is quite simple.

Last season a number of you were not informing me of various problems regarding certain things and also because of some poor discipline by a few clubs, it was felt that changes had to be made to the forms.

These were designed basically by the Referees Association of the league. Clubs will still get their copies of a crime sheet after the game, but instead of previous years, they will get a full sheet instead of a half sheet.

All the additional boxes are self explanatory and must be completed and given to the clubs. It is what is known as transparency.
3.

If you do not wish to put in the assistant’s mark for the clubs to see, then that is fine by me. However please ensure it is put on the green sheet so that I can complete the necessary paperwork this end.

Please ensure that unlike last season, these forms are completed correctly. If they are not, they will be returned to you and you will probably get a mention in next month’s newsletter.

Please ensure that any referees result sheets you may have from previous seasons are destroyed. The only forms to be used are the new ones. Again, holler if as a referee you do not have any and I well correct that by pinging some across to you. 

Also, when you are running out, let me know and Postman Pat will do the necessary. Do not wait until the last sheet appears, but let me know when you have a couple left.

The new sheets can be downloaded from the website www.theflagandwhistle.co.uk for those of you who wish to email me with it.  

Finally as in previous seasons these are self carbonating and remember to put the cover under the green sheet for each game and that way it won’t go through the next sheets.

Also with regards to team sheets, I DO NOT REQUIRE THEM. You must keep them for 4 weeks and then you can bin them. The reason I ask you to keep them is in case of any breach of discipline by clubs with reference to players (ringers etc).

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

Personally I do not care if you want to tell a friend that you are just cooking an egg and beans on toast via Facebook. I must admit I find it quite sad that you revert to that, but hey ho, such is life.

What I will not stand for is writing about other officials, what players you’ve cautioned or sent off or what club official you’ve had a row with. This kind of nonsense will not be tolerated and is in my view totally unacceptable.

It is something both this league and the FA take very seriously and I can advise you all that any one caught discussing what I’ve mentioned above on Facebook, Twitter or any other social network site will be in serious trouble. 

MATCH FEES AND EXPENSES

Just a couple of changes regarding this compared to last season. Firstly referees in Division Two will receive a match fee of £26 compared to £25 last season. This was made to get rid of a slight anomaly as the fee for Reserve team games was also £25 last season.

The mileage has been increased slightly to 32p per mile from last season’s 30p. It is imperative therefore that if you are starred to travel together, you will do exactly that. If there is a star next to your name *thus, then you must make contact with your colleague(s) who are also starred.
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Please bear in mind the climate in the financial world at present and I do not want anyone taking the Michael as it is the clubs that have to bear the brunt.

MARKING OF ASSISTANT REFEREES

Within the next few days, certainly prior to the season starting you will all be sent a guide for the marking of your assistants. Our assessing co-ordinator Tony weight and myself, through a discussion with a very experienced official on this league realised that there was no guide for marking of the assistants. There are guides for everything else apart from that!!

The crux of the matter is that Tony mainly and myself will be putting together an idiot’s guide for this purpose, so that we have some uniformity in this department.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

I expect as many of you as possible join the association this year. It is there for your benefit and I’ll be letting you all know of the first meeting of the season which should be around September time.

In the meantime make contact with Bill Hamilton either by phone (he is under level 5 in the handbook or grab his details from the website, and join on line.
HONEY

As you know I don’t use this medium to advertise anything but I intend to make an exception this time.

Dave George, a level 5 referee on the list is also a bit of a bee keeper and he has produced some excellent honey this year, he tells me the best crop he’s had for years and is selling it at £5 for a pound (weight) and I believe this also covers the postage.

Being a diabetic, I’m not really allowed to eat it but I can guarantee you that when I have, it is the bee’s knees (sorry about that). For those that don’t know Dave he is listed under Level 5 in the handbook. 
AND FINALLY

Well that is about it for this month. As you can see quite a bit to get through and hopefully I have remembered to mention everything I need to.

For those who have already asked, I have no current plans to visit another country for awhile. After Goa in January and Turkey and Spain this summer my wanderings have to cease for awhile.

Not only that I have a few visits to Fratton Park to sort, so that I can see what improvements a certain man named Cotterill has made to my beloved team.
In the meantime a few visits to some more cricket matches and the pleasure of the company of my two granddaughters to look forward to, even though the 3 year old rattles away like her grandmother!

To all of you, I wish you a very successful season and if any of you have any queries, please ring me at anytime. If the office phone goes into ansaphone mode, then please contact me on the mobile.

Cheers

MICK EWEN: 56 MILTON AVENUE HORNCHURCH ESSEX. RM12 4BW

TEL (H) 01708620036 (m) 07939 879295

YOUR FIVE FASCINATING FACTS FOR AUGUST ARE:-

1. Nine out of 10 living things, live in the ocean

2. Women blink twice as often as men

3. Butterflies taste with their feet

4. the liquid inside young coconuts can be used as blood plasma

5. It is possible to lead a cow upstairs, but not downstairs!

