SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
Ladies and Gents

Welcome to another month in the madhouse with the September fixtures and appointments, and although there are a lot, there are loads more to come next month. This is because there are new fixtures to be arranged to cover clubs knocked out in the early rounds of the FA Cup. Please bear with me as those of you not appointed to date will be when the new fixtures are at hand.

REFEREES RESULT SHEETS

Congratulations are in the offing for all concerned, because all those that I have had returned to me so far have been filled in correctly. Well done to those officials, as it makes my job much easier.

The form has been upgraded slightly, thanks to Jon Want as there were a few teething problems that have now been rectified. One being that in the ‘other comments’ section at the bottom of the form, Jon has made it so that the text is now wrapped, which for the uninitiated means that you can write more than one line. 

The only request I’d like to make, is when you complete the caution band send off boxes, can you ensure that you put either the caution or send off code next to the miscreant’s name. most of you do it, but a few don’t and this makes it difficult for me to work out why the player was punished.

As most of you are aware, the league has formed a sub committee to sort out discipline within the league and they need to know what the codes are for their records which are collated on a weekly basis.

I trust that you will all adhere to this request, and also it is now imperative that you get the forms to me as soon as it is practicable.

FA CUP AND FA VASE

As you can see from the appointment sheet, it is FA Cup and Vase time, so many of you will be boxed up and taken from me to cover these games. There will obviously be many changes to the appointments on the two Saturdays concerned, so expect a few late appointments. It was no good me keeping the appointments back from you as I know I get the FA appointments barely a week before the games.

Also you can see it is the start of the County Cup programme, so again if you are 
seconded by them, you must let me know right away so that I can close your 
date at my end. If you are in any doubt as to whether the county appointment takes precedence over a SSMFL game, please speak to me and I’ll advise you accordingly.
ACCEPTANCE SHEETS

Just to clarify the position, acceptance sheets are to be used by everybody, excepting ALL LEVEL FOUR OFFICIALS who have a slightly different way of accepting their appointments.
Nevertheless, these must be completed and returned to me within SIX days, otherwise you lose your appointments, as two individuals found to their cost last month.

2.
Please remember to include all closed dates on the form. However if you closed some dates off on your application form you do not need to do it again.

Any queries, please ask.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

An association meeting has been lined up for the end of Sept, early October at the usual location Of Tring Athletic FC. A big name is currently being lined up to speak to the members and according to your learned secretary, well worth listening to.

He will also be emailing you with a fly poster nearer the date.

I also spoke to the membership secretary today, the wily old scot and he tells me that the membership currently stands at 165, which is slightly up compared to the same time last year.

However there are still 18 level 4 referees who have yet to part with the princely sum of £6, so I’ll be dealing with them separately. To all others yet to join, you should forward your pennies to Bill as soon as possible.

The Association works very hard on your behalf, so it is essential that you become a member. Not only that, you can only purchase an Association badge once you paid your annual membership (as mentioned just £6) and everybody concerned with the running of this league wishes to see their officials wearing the badge.

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

These sites, such as Facebook, Linkedin, Twitter and whatever else are still causing slight problems. As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, be very careful what you write on these sites, and I must emphasise again, there is to be no stuff written regarding who and why you cautioned so and so and the same for send offs.

You will end up kicked off this competition, should I find out someone has brought this league and or clubs into disrepute.

If you want to tell your mate you are just about to fry an egg then so be it. If I were you I would suggest you get a life, but perhaps I’m showing my age.

HANDBOOKS

All of you should now be in possession of a league handbook. If not, let me know. Also I’d be grateful if you would all check your entries to see if they are correct. Let me know of any mistakes so that we can inform everybody.

I have referees result sheets a plenty, so when you require another pad let me know by email and they will be sent onto you. Please don’t ask for replacement pads when you have run out, but ask when you are down to your last couple of sheets.

3.
AND FINALLY

Now the madhouse is up and running and things are beginning to take shape, we now know the season is back with us. Remember if you have any queries, especially the new officials to the league, then please make contact with me.

I’ve managed to get to 10 games already this season. Five were on the football league/championship where my travels took me to Crawley Town, then I saw Coventry, West Ham and Walsall the last three in four days and then I moved onto Watford (a poor side I think). This has been followed by SSMFL matches and a couple of FA Cup ties thrown in as well. So watch out, I’ll more than likely be popping up at a ground near you!!
Enjoy

MICK EWEN 56 MILTON AVENUE, HORNCHURCH. RM12 4BW

TEL (H) 01708 620036 (M) 07939 879295

EMAIL : michaelewen236@btinternet.com
FIVE FASCINATING FACTS FOR SEPTEMBER

1. Jimmy Carter was the first American president to be born in a hospital

2. Italy’s national flag was designed by Napoleon
3. Ludwig van Beethoven was once arrested for vagrancy

4. There are 240 white dots in a Pacman arcade game
5. Ocean waves can travel as fast as a jet plane

