OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
Greetings to you all and find attached all the October fixtures and appointments. My apologies for the delay in getting them to you, but what with Vase games, and our own cup competitions, it was a question of waiting for results, otherwise it would have been a them or them v them or them and would have been impossible for me to appoint. 

Still they are with you now and I’d be grateful if you would wing your acceptance sheets (not level 4’s) back to me asap, bearing in mind the first games for October are Saturday week.

ACKNOWLEDGING CONFIRMATIONS

Yes, this old chestnut has reared its ugly head again with a few of you not having the courtesy to acknowledge a club when they confirm the appointment with you. It is not acceptable, so please ensure you acknowledge to the clubs.

Remember, courtesy does not cost anything at all. You are all quick to inform me when clubs do not confirm with you, but this time around the boot is on the other foot.

COUNTY CUPS

It is that time of year when all county FA’s start, or in some cases have already started their cup competitions. My message to all of you is please close your dates as soon as you are aware of a county appointment and please do not wait until the night before to tell me. Yes, believe it or not this has already happened. 

It is quite simple to email me as soon as you are aware. I’ll do the rest.

CRY OFFS

It is obviously difficult for some of you to grasp what I say, as it has happened again. This time a level four referee emailed me on a Friday morning to cry off his game the next day, because he was ill. That would have been fine had I been in the office, but unfortunately I wasn’t and never picked up his message until later in the day.

For heaven’s sake, you do not have to be a NASA space scientist to think to yourself I’d better ring him. If you are poorly, so be it, but at least give me chance to dig out a replacement and not have to do it on a Friday night. 

It’s the same if you ring my office and I’m not in, worked out quite simply because the answer phone kicks in, if it is urgent such as the above, then please ring my mobile, it is always on and will be answered. 
All I am asking from you is a little consideration, nothing more.

MATCH RESULTS SHEETS

Please remember that the colours of the sheets for clubs has not changed. White copy for home club, yellow copy for away club and you keep the green copy or send it to me by post.

At the moment I have managed to get all three colours, so I dread to think what colours you are giving the clubs.

For all of you out there who send me the green sheet by post, please remember to press hard with your biros so that I can have a chance of reading the copy I get sent. I accept the sheets are self carbonating, but it still needs a bit of pressure from the pen!

The newly formatted sheets do appear to be working well. I have followed up your complaints and the problems you are getting should not be there next time you go back to the club(s) concerned. Obviously if they are, then please inform me and the league will take a stronger line.

RESPECT

As most of you know, the league management committee have taken the Respect Campaign by the scruff of the neck and are acting on all forms of dissent. Clubs at the bottom of the list. i.e the worst offenders will be named and shamed on a monthly basis. Hopefully it will have the desired effect.

What will not have the desired effect is the following, which happened in two games these past few weeks.

On both occasions the referees’ never dealt with blatant abuse, but did write me a report about it. Why I don’t know, because if you haven’t dealt with it at the time, and in both cases it was an on field problem, then to be quite honest ladies and gents, your report is not worth the paper it is written on. Even more so when you have no disciplinary matters to ping in to the county FA.
Please do your jobs properly and do not shirk your responsibilities. Remember when you have finished your game, someone else has to follow you. 

NEWSLETTERS

Bill Scholes has been writing his weekly newsletter for a number of years now and it has been decided that I send you a copy every week. The Newsletter which for those that don’t know is very informative and gives you an update of all the previous weeks’ games. 

Added to this is the ‘Scholes’ sense of humour, and he needs one really, being a Man United supporter and a member of Sussex county Cricket Club.

The latest edition is with this month’s corres and if any of you require back copies let me know. Alternatively the Newsletter is also on the flag and whistle website.
YOU COULDN’T MAKE IT UP!

When a certain official received his September appointments, he returned his acceptance sheet within a few hours. The email sent back with it asked this question: Do we get the appointments for September 31st with our October ones?

Once I had pointed out that September has only 30 days, it would be a long wait. Nevertheless, this man may soon be teaching a child of yours in the Stevenage area. God help us all!!!!

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Monday 10th October sees our next meeting at Tring Athletic with a 7.45pm kick off. The guest speaker is Neale Barry who is in charge of you referees. I’m sure some of you will have a particular question to ask of him, I certainly will.

Only members can attend, unless you wish to part with ^£ on the door or beforehand. Bill is already sitting by a candle rubbing his hands as he thinks of you paying your dues.

Talking of which, some of you are still not members of the Association. I’m particularly disappointed with our level 4 referees who have yet to join, especially when most level 7 officials are members.

I expect all my level 4 referees to be members before anybody else. May I suggest you extract the digit (or in your case your wallets), brush the moths from them and wing that £6 over to the Hamilton household.

AND FINALLY

Hopefully next months appointments will be with you a little earlier once I have some semblance of order with the various cup competitions.

Remember to get your acceptance forms back to me asap, considering we are about to end the final week of the month. Two of you never got your forms back last month and therefore lost all your games. There were plenty of takers I can assure you. The excuses weren’t up to much either.
I’m off to Fratton Park this weekend to see the Cotterill army, and it is interesting to note that although in a different division we are in the same position as a team from north London, only we haven’t conceded nearly as many goals, (not even half), but then no one else has either.

The ironic thing is, we ain’t got a pot to p*** in, whilst they have got loads of dosh yet can’t spend it. As they say, football is a funny old game!!!

Enjoy

MICK EWEN: 56 MILTON AVENUE HORNCHURCH ESSEX. RM12 4BW

TEL (H) 01708620036 (M) 07939.879295

EMAIL: michaelewen236@btinternet.com
YOUR FIVE FASCINATING FACTS FOR OCTOBER ARE:-

1. A ‘keeper’ is the loop on a belt that holds the loose end

2. Before going into the music business, Frank Zappa was a greetings card designer

3. The average raindrop falls at 7mph (11kpm)
4. The average time between the blinks of the eye is 2.8 seconds

5. Seventy per cent of women would rather have chocolate than sex (don’t I know it!!)
