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SATURDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2011
Have you noticed Phil Rolt and Eric Harrison walking around with big grins on their faces? Unusual I know! The reason – we are approaching the end of November and there has not been one fixture cancellation due to the weather. As Craig Revel-Horwood would say…….a –maze –ing!! Long may it continue!!
Congratulations to Ampthill Town, Haringey Boro and Royston Town who all triumphed in their FA Vase ties, and the best of luck to them all in the next round. Sadly, Haringey and Royston have been drawn together, but it does at least guarantee one SSMFL club in the 4th Round.

There were five hat trick heroes at the weekend – one in the Premier and four in Division One. Ian Cooper scored all three of Colney Heath’s goals as they defeated AFC Dunstable, Robbie O’Dell scored three for Crawley Green, Jimmy Hill scored three for Harpenden Town, Paul Garrett did likewise for Langford and Craig Lynskey notched three for Kings Langley.
FA Carlsberg VASE – 2nd ROUND

In front of a large crowd of 120, and on a superb playing surface, Ampthill Town, our only Division One side left in the competition, made it through to the third round after an excellent 3-2 win over a youthful Haringey & Waltham Development, from the Essex Senior League. The first half belonged to Ampthill and they came flying out of their blocks to open the scoring in the first couple of minutes – Lea Coulter driving a fierce cross (shot?) in from a narrow angle which flew in off the keeper the near post, and finally the crossbar. Not surprisingly, Haringey were rattled by conceding the early goal, and the speedy and skilful Ampthill forwards posed a continued danger. It got better for the hosts as with the half hour approaching, the dangerous Michael McKenzie unleashed an unstoppable drive from well outside the box which beat the keeper all ends up. It began to look an uphill battle for the visitors but they kept plugging away, attempting to use the pace of their two quick wide men as often as possible. Ampthill were buoyant at half time, but as they returned to the field for the restart, their manager was overheard to say “It’s ours to lose now” – many a true word spoken in jest, as his words nearly came back to haunt him! A combination of Haringey giving it a real go, and Ampthill defending deeper than before, meant that they came under real pressure as the half unfolded. Brad Falco reduced the deficit on the hour mark to give Haringey renewed hope and with 15 minutes remaining Joe Staunton brushed aside a couple of defenders to fire home and bring the scores level. There was no settling for a draw as both sides went for the win, and in the end it was the greater experience of Ampthill that told as McKenzie scored his second to put them back in front with five minutes plus added on time left. Ampthill’s hero of the second half was keeper Jamie Bewick, who deserves to be made Freeman of the Borough for at least three outstanding saves keeping his side in contention. (I don’t think free drinks are involved, but you do have the right to drive your sheep through the town!) Haringey continued to push forward, and nerves were shredded in the home dug out as the referee was implored to blow his whistle  but Ampthill held on to gain a well deserved win. Full credit goes to Haringey who played their full part in a cracking cup tie. A spirited comeback in the second half from Tring Athletic was not quite enough to prevent visitors Haringey Borough from coming out on top in this all SSMFL tie and progressing to the next round. Borough stormed into a three goal lead at half time, with goals from Roland Namquita, Richard Worrell and Nick Nicou, but Tring quickly pulled two goals back after the restart through Graham Hall and Vinnie Iannone but couldn't find the equaliser despite Boro going down to 10 men. A nail biting finish also saw Tring finishing with 10 men. The biggest crowd of the day, 266 at Garden Walk, saw Royston Town recover from conceding a penalty in the 17th minute to run out 3-1 winners against Thetford Town. Tom Malins brought the scores level before half time,  Matt Standen scored immediately after the break and a Kaan Fehmi penalty on the hour mark ensured safe passage through to the next round. Leverstock Green made their bow in this season’s competition against Essex Senior League side Enfield 1893 and were in action again in Tuesday night’s replay after both teams fought out a goalless draw after 120 minutes. Despite the lack of goals it was an exciting, competitive game with both teams having plenty of chances to seal the tie. It was a similar story in the replay, with the score locked at 1-1 after normal time, but Lee Bircham did miss a penalty for the Greens on the hour mark. With no further scoring in the 30 minutes of extra time, it was all down to the dreaded penalty shoot out, and sadly Leverstock narrowly lost out 5-4. Dunstable Town faced a tough trip to unbeaten Untied Counties League Long Buckby, and so it turned out as Buckby won by 4 – 2. Town had the first chance but Tom Stephanou in the home goal blocked the shot with his feet.  Buckby saw a shot go over the Town bar and another effort went wide. Town were giving a good account of themselves but against the run of play, Buckby scored. A quick break saw the ball fall to Rob Foster who turned a shot the ball over keeper Paul Taylor and into the Town net on 24 minutes. Town fought back but could not find that important touch in front of goal. As the half drew to a close, Buckby caught out Town again when Foster sprinted clear and around Taylor to score right on 45 minutes. The second half saw Buckby pressing forward and Foster completed his hat trick on 61 minutes by again rounding the keeper to slot the ball home. With Town pressing up, Buckby sent a long ball through the Town defence for Foster to notch his fourth goal on 65 minutes. It looked all over for Town but they got back in the game from the penalty spot for a handball and Matt Judge crashed home the kick on 67 minutes. Town were now pressing forward and scored another goal when Nathan Frater struck the ball home from close range on 77 minutes. Buckby, from looking comfortable, were now hanging on and only a great stop by keeper Stephanou prevented Town scoring again. However Buckby held out for the remaining minutes as the autumn mist descended on the pitch, which was just as well as I doubt if any extra time could have been played under the increasingly misty conditions. It was a brave effort by Town, but Long Buckby were the better side on the day.
3rd ROUND DRAW
Ampthill have been rewarded for their efforts with a trip to the seaside to play Lancing, who are currently riding high in the Sussex County League. A superb ground, with an excellent pitch, where Chalfont St. Peter played last year, and it doubles as the HQ of the Sussex F.A. Not a lot of night life in Lancing, but a good disco at the end of Worthing pier – I heard about it, somewhere!  Sadly, as mentioned earlier, our two remaining clubs have been drawn together –again- with Haringey Borough playing host to Royston Town.
PREMIER DIVISION

With the top four sides engaged in Vase action, Berkhamsted took the opportunity to move up several places into second spot after two second half goals from Matt Wardle and Lawrence Bunker gave them a 2-0 win away at Oxhey Jets. However, they only stayed there for a couple of days as Dunstable Town recovered from their Vase disappointment with a 6-2 mauling of Hatfield Town on Tuesday night to take over in second place and move to within 8 points of Royston with a game in hand. AFC Dunstable lost the chance to take second spot after they lost 3-2 away to Colney Heath, Ian Cooper claiming a hat trick. Aylesbury Utd drop out of the top six after they were held 2-2 at home by Biggleswade Utd, all four goals coming in the last 25 minutes whilst a Luke Willis goal with just over ten minutes left enabled Hillingdon Boro to claim all three points away at Broxbourne Boro. At the foot of the table, Biggleswade Utd are the only club in the bottom seven whose name does not begin with the letter H. The basement battle between the bottom two clubs was won by Hertford Town, beating visitors Holmer Green 4-1 and moving up and out of the bottom four as a result. Hanwell Town slip into the bottom two after losing 1-0 away at Stotfold with Hatfield Town sitting just one point above them after they lost 2-0 at home to London Tigers. Hadley started, and finished, the scoring in their 2-2 draw at home to Harefield Utd.
DIVISION ONE

An early Matt Newman goal was enough to give London Colney a narrow 1-0 win at home to New Bradwell St. Peter and in so doing extend their lead at the top to 14 points. Harpenden Town took the opportunity of their home game with near neighbours, and close rivals, St. Albans City Reserves,  to celebrate being 120 years old and to cap off a great day they were rewarded with a 4-2 victory, which included three goals from Jimmy Hill. This win enabled Harpenden to leapfrog over their opponents into joint second spot. Another side to leapfrog over their opponents were Chesham Utd Reserves who beat Cranfield Utd 4-1 away and moved up into 5th place. Cockfosters have moved up a couple of places to 7th after beating Hoddesdon Town 2-0, both goals coming from Dave Pigden in the first 13 minutes. The Amersham Town defence were given a torrid time throughout their game with Crawley Green, particularly by their fleet footed forwards – Robbie O’Dell with a hat trick and Sam Peverall with a brace - as they enjoyed a comfortable 5-1 victory. Kings Langley are making upward strides after their disappointing start to the campaign and were yet another side to clamber over their opponents – this time it was a 5-2 win away at Tokyngton Manor who appear to be in the doldrums after their encouraging start. Craig Lynskey scored three of Langley’s goals. Stony Stratford Town’s new manager Rob Fisher did not enjoy a good start to his tenure as his new charges were walloped 7-0 away at Langford – Paul Garrett with a hat trick and Kim Forsythe with a brace.  London Lions, helped by a brace from Guy Morris, were enjoying a four goal romp away at Sun Postal Sports, but a quick-fire double at the end from John Daly halved the deficit to a more respectable scoreline. A three goal burst in seven minutes before half time saw Bedford narrowly edge out visiting Wodson Park 2-1. The match between Welwyn Garden City and Kentish Town was postponed due to floodlight problem.
DIVISION TWO

Despite taking an early lead, leaders Mursley Utd fell to their second defeat of the season, losing 3-1 away at The 61 FC, but they still remain in top spot. With Aston Clinton in cup action, Totternhoe had the chance to close the gap on the leaders, but they went down 2-1 at home to resurgent Caddington after taking a first half lead. Old Bradwell Utd finally broke their duck, winning their first league game of the season 2-0 at home to Kent Athletic, whilst Tring Corinthians 3-1 victory at home over MK Wanderers moved them up three places and out of the bottom two.
BERKS & BUCKS INTERMEDIATE CUP – 3rd ROUND
Congratulations to Bletchley Town who dumped holders Chalfont Wasps out of the Cup with two extra time goals from Sam Bearman and Carlo Nigro. Adam Castagnetti had given Bletchley an early lead but a goal in the 88th minute from Wasps forced extra time. There was a real humdinger of a game at Aston Clinton where visitors Buckingham Athletic eventually won out by five goals to four. Athletic went into a two goal lead at half time, but then conceded three goals in the first 17 minutes of the second period to find themselves 3-2 down. They fought back however, and scored three themselves in the next 15 minutes  - game over….not quite as the home side pulled one back from the penalty spot with three minutes left to produce a grandstand finish. Risborough Rangers moved into the next round after narrowly edging out visitors Pitstone & Ivinghoe 4-3 on penalties, the game finishing 1-1 aet, and despite not managing a goal themselves during the 120 minutes of play. Hale Leys Utd is also through to the next round after beating Wycombe league side Prestwood 2-1 at home.
COMMENDATION AWARD FOR LEAGUE REFEREE
By Bill Hamilton
Spartan South Midlands referee John McGroary from Kensworth is to receive the Chief Constable of Bedfordshire’s Certificate of Commendation. It follows his courageous efforts to save the life of a 17-year-old boy who lay dying from stab wounds behind The 61FC Luton clubhouse in October last year. The incident led to the abandonment of the club’s home fixture against Risborough Rangers. John, whose own match had been postponed that day, had turned up to watch the game at the Kingsway Recreation Ground where he had been an inspirational player before taking up the whistle. Suddenly, his attention was drawn to a fight between two teenagers involved in a drugs deal. As he ran to the scene, Michael Simwanza took a couple of steps forward before falling face down to the ground. He had been stabbed in the chest with a kitchen knife. After looking for a pulse and breathing, together with a ground-hopper, John began to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation but unfortunately despite all their efforts, the young man died. Later, Kieron Brown, who handed himself into the police the following day, was cleared of murder at Luton Crown Court. He claimed he had been acting in self defence.

The commendation certificate cites John’s bravery, professionalism and public-spirited actions.  ‘My only regret is that I wished I had saved Michael. I did everything I could but sadly it wasn’t enough. Everyone at 61 FC that day rallied round and tried to help. 

From all your refereeing colleagues John – well done, it’s good to see your courage being rewarded in this way.
AFGHAN WAR CLAIMS LOCAL VICTIM
Oxhey Jets regret to announce the death of a former player, Tom Lake, who was killed in Helmand Province, Afghanistan on Sunday. Tom was with the Jets as a local youth lad and was killed whilst in action with the 1st Battalion, The Prince of Wales Royal Regiment. A tribute to Tom from John Elliott can be found on www.oxheyjets.com
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