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By Bill Scholes

Definitely the most chilly and windy Saturday of the season so far – has winter finally arrived? 

SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2011
There were three hat tricks on Saturday. Vinnie Shrieves was the pick of the bunch with four for Crawley Green as they routed Sun Postal 8-1, whilst Glen Hawkins of Winslow and Jonny Horne of Risborough Rangers scored the “normal” three.

PREMIER DIVISION

Leaders Royston Town have extended their lead at the top to 11 points following their 4-0 win at home to Colney Heath. Although Tom Malins gave the Crows the lead in the 17th minute, the crowd of 169 had to wait until 6 minutes from the end before Matt Standen doubled the lead. Two goals right at the death put the gloss on the victory. There is a whole posse of clubs queuing up behind the Crows, with 6 points covering the next 8 clubs. At the head of the queue are Dunstable Town, despite losing their local derby with AFC Dunstable 1-0. AFC can claim the local bragging rights thanks to Craig Butler’s 16th minute goal, but it will be interesting to see how many of the 565 crowd return to watch regularly. On Tuesday night, Dunstable Town cut Royston’s lead to 8 points after they bounced back from their derby defeat to whop Oxhey Jets 6-0. Berkhamsted, who were second last week, drop down to 6th as their unbeaten run of 7 games came to an end in a surprise 2-1 defeat at home to Hadley. At a cold and windswept Broadwater, the large crowd of 217, including a goodly representation from their Youth connections, saw Berko, with new signing Mark Teasdale from Ware, take the lead early on when Steve Hawes headed home from a free kick on the left and sat back to anticipate further goals from the Comrades, but Hadley had not read the script. The visitors had a game plan, hitting their speedy front runners early, and they stuck to it, whereas Berko seemed more concerned with Hadley’s tactics than concentrating on their own game. Darren Turner brought Hadley level in the 24th minute, and the speedy Ricky Gibbs broke away to outpace the defence ten minutes later, sliding the ball past glovesman Ed Farmer to put the visitors into the lead. Another recent signing from London Colney, the skilful Frankie Jowle often flattered only to deceive and with leading scorer Bunker starved of service and seemingly out of sorts, Berko only occasionally threatened to turn the game around. Hadley battled strongly in the second period to defend their lead, and although their Chairman and Secretary were both nervous wrecks by the end of the game, they held on for a well deserved three points. A bad day at the office for the home side, not so for the three officials who all performed well. Leverstock Green move up to third after their 2-1 win at home to their local rivals Tring Athletic. New signing Junior Owusu-Akonor, who had been cup tied for the last two Vase games, marked his home debut with two crucial second-half goals before a ten-man Green side had to hang on for the last 20 minutes. There was a frantic last 5 minutes of added on time after Matt Jarvis pulled a goal back for Athletic in the 90th minute. Two goals from Charles Douse and Darrell Cox allowed Haringey Boro to claim all three points as they beat Biggleswade Utd 2-1 to keep pace with the leaders. Hillingdon Boro remain in the pack, but only thanks to goal in added on time from Luke Willis which enabled them to defeat basement club Holmer Green 2-1. The gap at the bottom between Holmer and Hanwell Town remains at four points as the latter went down 4-0 at home to Broxbourne Boro. Hatfield Town moved themselves out of the bottom three after winning 2-1 away at St. Margaretsbury, Jay Welsh scoring both the vital goals. Sitting just outside the relegation area, Hertford Town won their important away game against Harefield Utd by three goals to nil, Mark Draper notching a brace. Oxhey Jets pulled off a bit of a surprise by beating Aylesbury Utd 2-1, thanks to goals each side of the break from Lewis Putnam and Paul Danslow, whilst London Tigers, temporarily bivouacking at The Middlesex Stadium, gained a 2-0 win over Stotfold, thanks to an Ehad Ponxha double.
DIVISION ONE
London Colney’s lead at the top remains at an impressive 14 points after their comprehensive 5-1 win away at Amersham. Colney were three up at the break with a brace from Matt Newman and one from Bruce Hutchinson and Shaun Murphy and Daniel Butcher added to Amersham’s misery in the second period. Town’s consolation came from a Martin Griggs penalty towards the end. Heading the chasing pack is Ampthill Town, who do have two games in hand, as they recorded a 4-2 win away at Chesham Utd Reserves. Kyle Duncan gave Ampthill the lead, but Chesham hit back swiftly with goals from Curt Dozon and Tobi Akin before Michael McKenzie levelled it up before half time. Further goals from McKenzie, his second brace of the week, and Robbie Goodman sealed the issue, leaving the visitors in good heart for their trip to Lancing this Saturday. In third spot are Harpenden Town, who drew 3-3 with Buckingham Athletic, but they had to rely on a very late equaliser in added on time from Stuart Brown for their point. Moving up into fifth place were Cranfield who hosted Kings Langley at Crawley Road on a very windy afternoon in rural Bedfordshire and ran out comfortable winners by 3 – 0. Kings Langley started well and had the first chance, but the lob over the home keeper also went wide. Another shot was saved and a free kick hit the Cranfield post and bounced clear. Cranfield also had chances with a shot blocked and a couple of shots just missing their target. However Cranfield scored on 20 minutes when a right wing cross was shot home by Jack Leadbetter from close range. Kings Langley should have equalised just after but their forward, one on one with the keeper, missed his chance as keeper Dan Green saved. Cranfield increased their lead on 23 minutes when Stuart Reynolds drifted through the Langley defence to score. Langley fought back and had another gilt edged opportunity to score when a penalty was awarded for a needless foul. However the penalty kick was well saved by Green in the home goal. Thus Cranfield held the lead at half time. The second half was fairly even in the opening minutes with both teams having half chances without success. The killer third goal came on 63 minutes when Reynolds notched his second, scoring from a right wing pass. Langley had a couple of efforts blocked but Cranfield held the upper hand as a player through on goal shot just wide and a another shot hit the underside of the crossbar and bounced out. With time running out, another Cranfield shot hit the bar and Langley forced a great save from Green in the home goal. The final minutes passed with Cranfield in complete control and they fully deserved their impressive win. Vinny Shrieves netted 4 times as Crawley Green thrashed bottom club Sun Postal 8-1. After a scrappy opening Crawley dominated the game but it took until the 45th minute before Shrieves got the ball rolling. The floodgates opened in the second half and Crawley added a further seven before John Davis scored a very late consolation for the Posties. Tokyngton Manor have the worst defensive record of any club in the top 16, but they kept a clean sheet in their 2-0 win away at Welwyn Garden City –their scorers being Duane Officer and an OG. The mid table clash between Langford and Cockfosters finished 1-1 with honours shared, although Cockfosters left it until the second minute of added on time before scoring the all important equaliser. Wodson Park beat New Bradwell St. Peter 3-1at home, but scored all four goals – three in their opponents net and one in their own. Stony Stratford’s poor run continued as they succumbed 4-1 at home to Hoddesdon Town, for whom Ben Andreos scored a brace to follow his midweek hat trick. Two wins in a week has propelled the Lilywhites up to 10th place. London Lions and Bedford produced a six goal spectacular, with a goal from each side in the last ten minutes (actually they were technically both from the Lions) ensuring both sides gained a point.
DIVISION TWO
Leaders Mursley Utd had a comfortable 4-0 victory at home to MK Wanderers, Ed Mills notching twice, and extended their lead to five points over Aston Clinton, who were in action at home to The 61 FC. Both sides went into the match with unbeaten records, and it remained thus after an honourable 1-1 draw, although the home side did have to rely on a last gasp equaliser from Peter Weirich. Totternhoe remain in third spot after their 2-0 win over Tring Corinthians, whilst Risborough Rangers enjoyed a stonking 6-1 win on their first ever visit to Hale Leys Utd – Jonny Horne helping himself to a hat trick. Winslow Utd are now 7th from top, or 7th from bottom, depending on your point of view, but they have only lost the once and have 4 games in hand on the leaders. They narrowly edged out Caddington in a nine goal thriller, helped by a hat trick from Glen Hawkins. Bletchley Town had a narrow 3-2 win away at bottom club Old Bradwell Utd whilst the game between Kent Athletic and Pitstone & Ivinghoe ended goal less.
Finally, good luck to our three remaining sides in the FA Vase this Saturday. Unfortunately, Haringey and Royston have been drawn against each other – an intriguing tie, this one- whilst Ampthill face a tough tie on the South coast against Lancing. 
It might be getting windier and colder outside but a breath of summer arrived on Tuesday with the publication of the 2012 County Cricket fixtures, and I can start dreaming of sunny days in deckchairs on my expeditions to Hove, Arundel and Horsham, amongst others.
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