DECEMBER BULLETIN
Greetings to one and all, and my sincere apologies for the lateness of the December/Jan appointments.

The reason for this is that I am now employed by the FA as the contributory leagues appointments officer for the South of England and to be fair I’ve been extremely busy.

To put it bluntly I have been given a 3 month contract to step into Dave Cook’s shoes as he has been ill with some form of eye problem. At the end of 3 months, if Dave comes back, then I’ll be stepping back into this job full time, but as with everything we will have to wait and see. Anyway, once again my apologies. Now that I’m into a routine at Wembley, the appts should not be late next month.

As you can see there are games, as previously mentioned on 27th December and the 2nd of January. I’d be extremely grateful if you have been appointed on those days, you do not now close them. As you are all aware I’ve been asking for your Xmas and New Year closed dates for some time now.

RESULT SHEETS

With the referees result sheets, please just do me one favour. I know I’ve asked before, but either some of you are not reading this bulletin; you couldn’t care less or are as thick as planks. Hopefully it is the first of the three.

The request again, is when you caution or dismiss somebody; please put the code next to the player’s name. Not a difficult request I know, but to some of you…………
Also, please remember that the white copy of the report sheet goes to the home club, the yellow to the away club and the green one is for me, if sending it by post.

DISMISSED PLAYERS
I have had a couple of cases recently where the referee has dismissed a player from the FOP and then allowed him to remain in the dugout for the remainder of the game. Ladies and gents this is most certainly not on and is contrary to the laws of the game.

I really cannot believe I’ve needed to write this as it is a basic. Please be aware that when you dismiss an individual from the FOP then that person has no alternative, but to go to the dressing room.

Whilst talking of dugouts/benches it has also come to my notice that some of you are allowing Uncle Tom Cobbley and all to sit in the dugout. The dugout is only for substitutes, coaches, managers and physios. Not their mates, kids or other halves. Next we’ll be having Rover the bull terrier in there.

Again, being serious again, I cannot believe I’m telling you this, but it has happened on more than one occasion recently. Only persons named on the team sheet are allowed to occupy the hutch and the total is no more than eight.
Bear in mind also, that in these days of litigation, if someone is in the hutch and gets smacked in the face or injured because of an incident in the game, be it by the ball or because of a comment made, and they sue you, you haven’t got a leg to stand on. Think about it, health and safety and all that. 

ACCEPTANCE SHEETS

I’d be really grateful if all of you can help me out by getting the acceptance sheets back to me as soon as you can, particularly as the first games for the month are barely a week away. I accept that it is my fault that you have got them late, but hey ho we’re all in this together!! 

REFEREES ASSOCIATION

Just to let you know that the next Association meeting will be sometime in January. A guest speaker is being arranged as per usual and more details will be sent out to you all nearer the time. 

Even though it is Xmas, Bill Hamilton will still take your pennies should you wish to join up.

Finally, I hope you like the larger fixture and appointment sheet that you have received this month. This has come straight from my laptop, and was only possible because my son showed me how to do it!!!

I hope that you will not miss an appointment from these sheets as some of you have done in the past.

The only difference with his sheet, compared to the smaller one, is that you do not have the outside competitions such as county cups and whatever egg cup. The only outside competitions seen on here are the Floodlight Cup and the Anagram Trophy, but only where I appoint.

A much shorter bulletin this week, with no fascinating facts, but worry not, they will be back as per normal with the complete January appointments.
Cheers and regards to you all.
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