JANUARY BULLETIN
Seasons greetings to you and your wives, girlfriends, mistresses, if necessary all three, and other members of your families.

The January fixtures are attached, but please read the following couple of sentences and make sure you are clear of its contents:

THE FIXTURES AND APPOINTMENTS FOR JANUARY 2ND ARE SHOWN AGAIN ON THIS SET OF JANUARY APPOINTMENTS. THERE IS NO NEED TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENTS FOR 2ND JANUARY, AS YOU HAVE ALREADY DONE THIS ON LAST MONTHS ACCEPTANCE SHEET/EMAIL. 

The feedback I’ve had from most of you is that you prefer the appointments sheet in this current format. The only complaint I had was when one of you stated that this current form did not have the drop down bar so that you type your name in and your appointments are highlighted.

Most of you I know do not use this method to locate your appointments on the sheet, as had you done so you wouldn’t have missed any off. Please ensure therefore that you check the pages thoroughly for your name.

Again this month sees’ a number of county cup games scheduled to be played, so if your name is not on a date you have given to me, it is because I’m holding you back, once the various county FA’s take who they want and I then use you as replacements.

POSTPONEMENTS
So far this season, we have been relatively lucky with the weather. However it would be remiss of me not to mention that January usually causes havoc with the weather and the fact that we lose a number of games.

Many of you will be called out to do pitch inspections, either for your own games or those of your colleagues. Please ensure if you are doing it for a colleague, make sure you speak to him from the pitch you are inspecting.

The message here people, is ALWAYS keep your mobile phones on, on the morning of your game so that if the weather is bad, various people can contact you. You’d be surprised at the number of drongos in our midst who fail to do this and by doing so cause even more problems.

Please ensure that if you do call off a game the necessary paperwork is completed and signed by your good selves. Do not leave a club after you have postponed their game without doing the necessary. Not a difficult request but again you would be surprised at the amount of times this hasn’t been done properly.

Bear in mind that it is the clubs’ responsibility to supply you with the postponement form. 

CLOSING DATES

When you close your dates with me, can you please ensure that you close your dates with your county FA’s. This has been brought about by lads in one particular county getting crucified because it is alleged that they haven’t been closing off dates. Don’t let the allegations be proven, so when emailing me, email your respective appointments officer at the county FA. 

CONTACTING YOUR COLLEAGUES

All match referees’ must make contact with their respective assistants prior to the game they are officiating on. This is done for two reasons mainly, the first being you can make any necessary arrangements regarding travel and secondly it acts as a safety net for me.

The safety net being that if your colleague is for some reason not doing the game, you will obviously let me know. What happened the other week was the referee didn’t contact his assistants and one didn’t turn up, because of ………………..wait for it…………..he put the wrong date in his diary.
Now had the referee done his job properly, we wouldn’t have been scratching around for an assistant at 7pm, with just 45 mins before kick off. I will always let officials know of any changes as you are well aware. Please make my job easier by making your job easier!
The assistant who never turned up, well he certainly won’t do it again. Nuff said.

JOINT TRAVEL

This old chestnut has reared its ugly head yet again. One individual had to get his cheque book out and refund a club because he travelled on his own when he shouldn’t have done and promptly claimed his mileage.

I can guarantee you he won’t do it again. However please bear in mind I do realise that you may not live next door to each other, but at the same time if you live in the same area, travelling together shouldn’t be a burden.

Please think about it.

AND FINALLY

For those that are unaware, my contract with the FA has been extended for one month. I am very pleased obviously and I can assure you that I am rally enjoying working with the hierarchy.

My sedate days of working there have now gone by the board and I’m now becoming my old self, whereby bollickins’ down the phone are not unusual. Whether the chap I’m covering for (Dave Cooke) comes back or not is the 64 dollar question. One thing I have learned very quickly is that many of the lads on other leagues couldn’t hold a candle to you lot!! Believe it or not that is true.

By time you all read this, you a lot of you will be extremely brassed off with Christmas, because the kids will be arguing and the mother in law is still at your house, but I’d like to thank you all for the help you have given me over the past year. (Someone said to me the other day “my mother in law is an angel”. I said you’re lucky, mine is still alive!!). bless the old cow, she is now 84 and still moaning like there is no tomorrow! Believe it or not it is true, as my father law is a diamond but she still moans at him when I give him a drink or six!!

At times it has been extremely difficult for various reasons, but believe you me, being at Wembley has certainly opened my eyes and at the end of the day I’m extremely lucky to be involved in working with you, especially when I see the problems that other supply leagues have. Don’t take that as a leg up to naff me off for heaven’s sake!!  

All the very best for the season of goodwill, and no you have not developed my softer side!!
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Your five fascinating facts for January are:-

1. In Estonia, couples are not allowed to play chess, whilst making love

2. Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur
3. A cockroach can live several weeks after being decapitated

4. The first sport to have a world championship was billiards in 1873

5. If an Amish man has a beard, he is married.

