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Congratulations to both Ampthill and Royston on reaching the last 32 of the FA Vase, Ampthill reaching this stage for the first time in their history.  For their troubles, both will be on the road again in the next round – Ampthill will be heading for the Midlands to either Oadby Town or Tipton Town, whilst Royston will be heading South to the sun and Bournemouth. 
There were 3 hat trick heroes this week. In Division One, Chris Johnson scored three for Bedford and Sam Evans did likewise for Cranfield Utd, whilst in the Anagram Records Trophy, Lee Haynes scored three for Risborough Rangers.
F.A. Carlsberg VASE -3rd ROUND

Ampthill Town became the first side from Division One to reach the heady heights of the last 32 after their 3-1 win away at Sussex League side Lancing. At the well-appointed stadium (HQ of the Sussex F.A.) and on a pitch as smooth as a Bryan Ferry concert, the game took some time to get going, with a series of petty fouls by both teams littering the early stages.  Ampthill lost their top scorer Michael McKenzie after just 5 minutes with an injury which seemed to set them back and Lancing took the lead in the 25th minute when a corner from the right was not cleared properly and Jack Hayward unleashed a tremendous strike from outside the box to leave Jamie Bewick with no chance. Undaunted, Ampthill clawed their back into the game, but should have gone two down after Darren Annis was clean through on his tod but shot wide. Not long after, Ampthill were back in the game after Danny Nicholls headed home from a corner, but Lancing’s No 7 Darren Boswell was proving a handful down the right with some tricky runs, but which luckily came to nought. Both sides produced a number of half chances in the second period, but none were good enough to beat the respective keepers, although a strong header from Lancing’s No6 did rattle the post. And so to extra time, and the first 15 minutes passed without either keeper being tested. The second period saw Lancing’s Dan Turner hit a rasping shot against the post, but a replay looked on the cards before Lea Coulter broke away down the left, cut inside onto his right foot and hit a fierce drive which the Lancing keeper could only parry into the far corner. Cue celebrations, followed by even more celebrations, as Lea Coulter broke away again and crossed for Kyle Durcan to slot into an empty net to seal the tie with a minute left and ensure a happy coach ride back to Bedfordshire.  Tommy Malins was the two goal hero for Royston Town with his brace away at Haringey Boro enough to seal the win despite a late consolation from the home side. Haringey had much the better of the first half, but for all their possession, clear-cut opportunities were at a premium and it took some excellent defending to keep the score goalless. The Crows took the lead around the 35 minute mark through Malins, and he could have doubled the advantage midway through the second period, but he had his penalty well saved by the young Boro keeper. Malins got his own back two minutes later when he headed into the top corner. Although Haringey went down to 10 men after the dismissal of their full back, Richard Worrell did pull a goal back from the penalty spot but the Crows hung on to move into the last 32.
PREMIER DIVISION

With leaders Royston Town involved elsewhere, Dunstable Town took the opportunity to close the gap to 5 points after a Nick Jackson goal earned them a hard fought 1-0 win over visitors Hadley.  A solitary goal from James Baldry was enough for AFC Dunstable to claim all three points in their away game at Hertford Town and move them up to third place, edging out Leverstock Green who drew 1-1 away at Hillingdon Boro, whose equaliser came in the last three minutes. Surprise result of the day came in a seven goal thriller at Broadwater where bottom club Holmer Green arrested a run of six straight defeats to beat Berkhamsted 4-3. Berko flew into a two goal lead after just six minutes but Holmer fought back and Gary Pape (his mum will be pleased) scored the winner with just two minutes remaining. Tring Athletic took advantage of Aylesbury Utd’s lack of action to leapfrog the Ducks and move up to 8th place with a 2-1 win away at Stotfold. Athletic lead on the stroke of half time through Stewart King, only for Sean Herr to level for the home side with 15 minutes left, but Sam Mitchell came up with the winner with three minutes remaining. St. Margaretsbury continue to edge slowly upwards and their latest victory came as they beat struggling Hanwell Town 4-2 at home. A goal in each half from Sean Murray helped Biggleswade Utd to beat Harefield Utd 2-0 at home and Broxbourne Boro triumphed by the same scoreline over visitors London Tigers. A goodly crowd of nearly 100 watched the local derby between Colney Heath and Hatfield Town, and it was Colney who emerged with the bragging rights after a narrow 2-1 victory.
DIVISION ONE

Leaders London Colney were left cooling their heels after Stony Stratford were unable to raise a team (not even a Reserve side) and with Harpenden also without opponents, the field was open for Cranfield Utd to move up to 4th place after their 6-0 win over basement side Sun Postal - Cranfield’s tally included a hat trick from Sam Evans. Buckingham Athletic welcomed high flying St. Albans City Reserves to Stratford Fields on a bright sunny day and earned an important point in a 1-1 draw. Indeed, Buckingham could and perhaps should have won this game as they had the chances to secure a vital win to move them away from the relegation places. The first half was a scrappy affair and the visitors had the best of the play and saw a shot cleared off the Buckingham goal line. Another City effort was well saved by Jack Bridges in the home goal. But Buckingham had a golden opportunity to take the lead when City keeper David Bailey brought down Adam Bone for a penalty kick on 31 minutes. Bone then got up to take the penalty, but Bailey made a great save to deny Athletic a goal. Athletic keeper Bridges made another couple of good saves and thus the half ended goalless. The second half was brighter and Buckingham began to dominate as keeper Bailey cleared the ball from their forward through on goal. But Athletic took the lead with a great goal when an Adam Bone pass found John Cater who smashed the ball into the City net on 60 minutes. City came back into the match and whilst they had the balance of play, they failed to create any clear cut chances. However on 79 minutes, they drew level when a corner was not properly cleared and Sam Lyons headed the ball into the net from close range. Still Athletic could have won the game as Bone missed a great chance just before the end and another shot went just wide from a good position. In the end a draw was perhaps a fair result and will give encouragement to an Athletic team needing to climb the table away from the dreaded relegation zone  Hoddesdon Town moved up a couple of places to 8th after a brace from Jamie Brandon helped them to a 4-1 win away at Tokyngton Manor. There was a high scoring game at Bedford where the home side ran out 6-3 winners over Welwyn Garden City. It was only 2-1 at the break, but six goals filled the respective onion bags in the second period – Chris Johnson completing his hat trick for Bedford. Dean Nyman and Sam Sloma both scored doubles for London Lions as they ran out 5-1 winners away at Cockfosters whilst Wodson Park salvaged a point right at the end in their 1-1 draw with visitors Chesham Utd Reserves. Amersham Town continue to sink slowly towards the relegation zone after they lost 3-1 away at Langford - only a slightly better, in inverted commas, goal difference keeping them out of the bottom two. Despite a brace from Tshilumba Bushiri, Kentish Town succumbed to a 3-2 defeat away at New Bradwell. Crawley Green secured a point in a thoroughly entertaining 2-2 draw with Kings Langley. In the second minute Crawley were awarded a penalty for handball and Robbie O'Dell smashed the ball past Hampton. Langley fought back but Crawley went in leading 1-0 at half time.  Langley dominated the opening the early exchanges of the second period and were quickly level after Chris Mason curled a free kick into the top corner of the net. James Armstrong then put the visitors 2-1 up on the hour, but Crawley hit back immediately when Jamie Warne outstripped 3 defenders to drive the ball firmly into the bottom right hand corner of the goal to make it 2-2.

DIVISION TWO

Pick of the matches saw third placed Totternhoe host leaders Mursley Utd and it was the home side that prevailed with a 3-2 victory which lifted them up into second, three points behind but with two games in hand. It was nip-and- tuck throughout with Totternhoe’s winner coming from Sean Bishop with 7 minutes remaining. The 61 FC remain in 4th after their 3-1 win at home over Caddington, James Potter getting a brace, and Pitstone & Ivinghoe moved up a couple of places following their 2-0 home win over Bletchley Town. Surprise result of the day came at bottom club Old Bradwell Utd who beat promotion hopefuls Winslow Utd 2-1.Tony Cribb and Daniel Broad gave Bradwell a two-goal lead at half time, and although Craig Rumble reduced the deficit just after the restart, they held on for a meritorious victory that moved them out of the bottom three. Dropping into the bottom two for the first time are Hale Leys Utd who went down 3-2 away at Kent Athletic, despite being two goals to the good at half time. Junior George led the fight-back and a quick fire double from Rhys Calvano sealed the home victory.  

ANAGRAMS RECORDS TROPHY- 2nd ROUND

Risborough Rangers moved imperiously into the next round with a whopping 7-1 win at home to Sporting Hackney. Lee Haynes helped himself to a hat trick and there were singles for Lawrence Clark, Ben Williams, James Shrimpton, and Callum Mansell. A brace from Tom Brindley was not enough for Aston Clinton to progress on their trip to Essex , as they went down 4-2 away to Frenford Senior, whilst Tring Corinthians succumbed to an 18th minute goal in their home tie with Sarratt. The other two games – Letchworth Garden Eagles v Harpenden and MK Wanderers v Goffs Oak were postponed due to the Herts County league sides supplying players to their County side. Fixtures Secretary Mr Harrison was not amused at the lack of communication.
PSSSTT – SEEN ANY FAMILIAR LOOKING BLUE KIT AROUND

London Colney’s Dave Brock had his van was stolen last week. Amongst other items, the van contained various items of Colney’s kit which means that for a few weeks they may have to change their colours for certain games – Dave hopes everybody will understand and they will obviously be in contact with all clubs concerned. Of course, if anybody sees any London Colney kit where it shouldn't be, please get in touch with Dave – he would be very interested to know!

HAREFIELD UTD

Darren Feighery stepped down as Manager of Harefield Utd after last Saturday’s game. Darren’s new job commitments meant he couldn’t give his time to the role. After stepping in last season and doing a great job in keeping the club up he was hoping to build on this season and consolidate the Club’s position in the Premier division. Harefield wish him well in his job and in any future managerial position. Ian Crane has been appointed as interim manager.
OXHEY JETS

Regular watchers of the The Choir on BBC TV may have noticed some familiar faces (and other parts of the body) in last week’s episode when the lovely Gareth visited Oxhey. Gareth was trying to recruit members of the local community for one of his choirs, and he was filmed in the Oxhey Jets changing rooms. Most of the players were naked, but luckily General Manager John Elliott kept his clothes on! Needless to say, he didn’t get any takers.
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