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SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER 2011
Undoubtedly the coldest Saturday of the season so far, definitely chilly around the nether regions, unless you were wearing thermals, but again, despite the torrential downpours on Thursday and frost on Friday, there was a full programme of fixtures. Can we reach 2012 without one weather cancellation?

Perhaps there was more scurrying around due to the cold weather, but 7 players managed to hit the net three times. There were hat tricks from Leigh Rose (St. Margaretsbury) in the Premier, Kim Forsythe (Langford) in Div One and Lee Jones (Bletchley Town) in the Div Two Cup. In the Beds Senior Trophy, Jamie Warne hit three for Crawley Green, whilst Ryan Smith, Arron Lewis and Ollie Goundry all scored three for The 61 FC.
LEAGUE CHALLENGE TROPHY – 3rd ROUND
Leverstock Green had to dig deep  to come up with their second Cup victory in 5 days as they triumphed in extra time over plucky Division Two side Risborough Rangers. Leverstock looked to be home and hosed with a 2-0 half time lead, but a spirited second half fightback by the Rangers took the tie into extra time. This was a classic old fashioned cup tie, David v Goliath played on a pitch made sticky after the recent rain and frost, noisy spectators, lovely hot cuppa’s from Risboro’s own Nigella, cold showers, darkness due to a power failure. and Risboro’s front two of Jonny Horne and Ben Williams posing problems for the Premier Division side all afternoon. Leverstock took the lead in the 36th minute when a Lee Bircham free kick was headed clear, but only as far as Max Farrelly, who shot home at the second attempt after his first effort was blocked by a defender. The game continued to ebb and flow but Risboro just couldn’t find a way through a determined defence, and Leverstock’s second goal, when it came just before half time, was a bolt from the blue and potentially an arrow in Risboro’s heart. Pritchard’s shot came from a good 35 yards out and flew over the outstretched arm of Tovey and in off the underside of the bar for a stunner of a goal. Risboro came out for the second period determined to give it a go, but it was Leverstock who very nearly scored…..twice, with two efforts that were cleared off the line. Buoyed by their escape, Risboro pushed on and Ben Williams followed up a Tinsley save to crash home the rebound and give the underdogs hope. Andy Hird could have levelled it up 5 minutes later but his shot cleared the bar. Risboro eventually got the equaliser their efforts deserved The scores were eventually levelled in the 75th minute, when a poor clearance from Bircham put the Green under pressure, and after Miller miscued his headed clearance, Williams was on hand to smash home. Risboro sensed the Leverstock were tiring but were thwarted by some classic “Italian style” defending as they searched for the winner. Leverstock pulled a flanker in extra time, bringing on the fresh legs of a Lightning Bolt run–a-like, sub Junior Owusu-Akonor who made an immediate impact with a run at goal before threading a pass through to Pritchard, but with only Tovey to beat, Pritchard side-footed the ball inches wide of the post. A couple of minutes later Owusu-Akonor got the goal that mattered when he slotted home following a headed knock down from Pritchard. Risborough refused to lie down, and went close a couple of times during the second period, but it was not to be.
PREMIER DIVISION

Leaders Royston Town came to Creasey Park on a 7 game winning streak in the league but left after suffering only their third defeat of the season, going down 2-1 to AFC Dunstable.  The home side took the lead after 62 minutes with yet another important goal from Craig Butler, but it looked for all the world that the Crows had got out of jail when Kaan Fehmi headed home bang on the 90 minutes to salvage what they believed was the equaliser. Cue ecstatic celebrations which were almost immediately cut short when AFC went down the other end, Hayden Wills shot was saved by the keeper but only palmed into the path of Moses Olaleye who shot home from 2 yards out. Cue even more ecstatic celebrations, but from the other end. Dunstable Town are now only two points behind as they moved menacingly closer to the leaders after their 5-3 win away at Holmer Green. It looked game over at half time as Dunstable strode into a four  goal lead, thanks to Peter Holmes, Dean Brennan and a double from Dan Hutchins, but the introduction of sub Danny Boateng saw Holmer pull one back in the 73rd minute. Brennan restored the four goal advantage a couple of minutes later, but then scored twice in the next six minutes to complete his hat trick and bring some respectability to the scoreline. It was a case of déjà vu in the game between Tring Athletic and Haringey Borough when for the second time in three weeks the visitors walked away from The Grass Roots Stadium with a 3-2 victory.  The first occasion was in the FA Vase when Tring had to come back from a three deficit but in this Premier Division clash it was a slightly less daunting arrear of two goals. The outcome, however, was exactly the same. A goal from Paul Haynes and a late double from Jack Buckle saw Hillingdon Boro to a 3-0 win away at struggling Hanwell Town whilst Aylesbury Utd were indebted to a penalty in the 3rd minute of added on time from Danny Jones to rescue a point in their home game against Stotfold, who had taken the lead through Tom Peverall. The Ducks are in 9th place, just ahead of Colney Heath who won 1-0 at Hadley courtesy of a 68th minute Jamie Eames goal. Harefield Utd’s new manager got off to flying start with a 1-0 win at home to Broxbourne Boro and Biggleswade Utd moved out of the bottom three after beating Oxhey Jets 2-1 on their own patch – Chris Butler scoring a valuable double .Leigh Rose scored twice inside the first half hour to give St. Margaretsbury the lead away at London Tigers, but the home side roared back with goals from Tarik Ellekhlifi and Terence Cariba to draw level at the break. An OG put the Bury back in front and Rose completed his hat trick to restore the two goal advantage before Ehad Ponxha scored Tigers third. There were six goals in the local derby between Hatfield Town and Hertford Town, with point was a serious injury sustained by a Hatfield player just after the hour mark. The game was held up for around 20/25 minutes whilst an ambulance was called and various confrontations were sorted out. When the game resumed, the Hertford player manager, Marvin Samuels, had been dismissed for the original tackle, along with both managers from the benches. The referee, who handled the incident admirably, was fulsome in his praise for the Hertford coach Rhys Thoms who protected the injured Hatfield player on the ground whilst all was kicking off above and around him.
DIVISION ONE
No change at the top as the two leading clubs were involved elsewhere, but Harpenden Town missed the opportunity to move into second spot after they could only gain a point away at Buckingham Athletic. Ryan Denys gave Harpenden the lead just after the break, but Athletic equalised ten minutes later through David Fenton .Cockfosters are taking closer order as they move into the top six for the first time following their 2-1 win away at Chesham Utd Reserves. Cockfosters took the lead after just 5 minutes when Kevin Duncan-Williams headed home from a corner and doubled their advantage some 30 minutes later after Anton Lewis fired home from close range. On 70 minutes Chesham did pull one back when their captain Sam Barker got the better of an aerial battle with the visitor’s defence to head home but the Reds held firm to claim all three points. A hat trick from in-form striker Kim Forsythe and a brace from Ashley Fitton helped Langford to a comprehensive 7-1 win at home to Kentish Town whilst two goals from Chris Johnson were sufficient for Bedford to defeat visitors Stony Stratford 2-1. Amersham Town suffered their 7th successive league defeat as they were well beaten 6-0 at home by Wodson Park and are getting perilously close to the relegation zone. Pete Sawyer scored a double for the visitors, but there were also singles for the ex-Hertford Town connection of Pablo Ardiles and Scott O’Donoghue. New Bradwell  St. Peter hosted Tokyngton Manor at the Recreation ground and ran out winners by 2 – 1 in a close finish. Peters started well and from a pass from Ben Hill, Stefan Kemoagna stole through the Manor defence to flick home the ball after just 6 minutes. Peters were well on top and only point blank save by the Manor keeper kept them out. Manor began to get into the game and should have really equalised but their forward twice, in the space of a couple of minutes, shot the ball over the Peters bar when well placed to score. Manor were now on top and looked dangerous going forward and were unlucky to see Ben Donaldson in the home goal make a great save and the follow up shot cleared of the goal line by a Peters defender. The half soon ended with Manor wondering how they were still a goal behind. The second half was a midfield battle without either side fashioning any chances in the opening 20 minutes or so. First to strike were Manor but again Donaldson came to the rescue with a smart save. Not much was seen of the Peters attack and they seemed happy to settle for the one nil and hold out until the final whistle. Just when it looked like Peters would hold on, A Manor free kick was not cleared and Carl Morlese bundled the ball into the net from close range on 84 minutes. This setback aroused Peters into attack mode and a shot sailed just wide of the Manor goal. However, deep into injury time Peters secured the winning goal when Nathan Skelton headed a corner kick into the Manor net at the far post on 90+4 minutes. There was just time to kick off again before the Referee blew the final whistle.
DIVISION TWO
Mursley Utd extended their lead at the top to 5 points as they had  comfortable  3-1 home win over MK Wanderers whilst Aston Clinton snatched a narrow 3-2 win away Old Bradwell Utd to leapfrog over Totternhoe into second spot. Hale Leys Utd halted their recent poor run                                                                                        with a 2-1 home win over Tring Corinthians and moved themselves out of the bottom two as a consequence whilst Kent Athletic claimed all three points following their late winner as they beat Caddington 2-1.
DIVISION TWO CUP –QUARTER FINALS
Visiting Pitstone & Ivinghoe held Totternhoe to a goal less draw at half time, but the home side ramped it up after the break to run out comfortable 6-0 winners, including a brace from Gary Simpson. Bletchley Town would have gone into their home tie with Winslow Utd as underdogs, but they emerged as top dogs following an exciting 5-3 victory, Lee Jones notching a hat trick for the homesters.
BEDS SENIOR TROPHY – QUARTER FINALS
The all SSMFL tie between Cranfield Utd and Crawley Green ended up with a 4-0 win for visiting Crawley and included a hat trick from Jamie Warne. A brace from Robbie Goodman helped Ampthill Town to a 4-0 win over Renhold Utd whilst there was a bit of a mismatch at The 61 FC who walloped visitors Blunham 11-2. Three players hit hat tricks – Ryan Smith, Arron Lewis and Ollie Goundry.

HERTS SENIOR CENTENARY TROPHY – QUARTER FINALS
London Colney eased into a first half lead against visiting London Lions, but then found themselves 2-1 down with seven minutes left. However Kenny Hull and Dan McCafferty came to the rescue in the last few minutes to seal the 3-2 victory and a place in the Semi Final. They will be joined by Kings Langley who triumphed 5-0 away at Welwyn Garden City who had Tommy Kiernan sent off just before half time, and by Sun Postal Sports, enjoying a rare moment in the sun away from their league troubles, with a 2-1 win away at Sandridge Rovers, Grant Avis scoring both goals.
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