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By Bill Scholes

SATURDAY & TUESDAY 17 – 20th DECEMBER 2011
Well, I guess I spoke too soon last week, as the first real blast of winter arrived, and a combination of heavy rain and snow in some areas caused a total of 8 games to be postponed on the Saturday. Actually, considering what could have been, it wasn’t too bad and full marks to all those clubs who got their games on.

Congratulations to Dunstable Town, London Colney and Mursley Utd who will spend Xmas at the top of their respective Divisional trees. Will they still be there come the end of April? 

There were four Christmas hat trick heroes on Saturday. Chris Doyle scored a second half treble for Broxbourne Boro, Robbie O’Dell hit three for Crawley Green, Peter Weirich scored three for Aston Clinton and Lee Jones did likewise for Bletchley Town.
PREMIER DIVISION

Exactly one month ago, Royston Town were sitting pretty at the top of the table with a 10 point lead over their nearest rivals, but the Crows slipped off the top for the first time since early October after going down 2-1 away at Stotfold – their second defeat in a week. Stotfold stunned the league leaders with an early goal from Sean Herr after 15 minutes and although Carl Edwards restored parity on the hour mark, Lee Harman scored what turned out to be the table changing winner just four minutes later.  The new leaders are Dunstable Town who recorded a 2-1 win away at Hillingdon Boro to reach the summit for the first time this season. A Craig Henney penalty inside the first 10 minutes put them on their way, and an OG doubled the lead right on the verge of half time. Boro’s solitary goal came two minutes from the end from Alex Gediking. In third place, just two points behind their co-ground inhabitors are AFC Dunstable who romped to a 7-1 win at home to luckless Hanwell Town, who will be glad to see the back of their hosts, having lost 6-0 to them on the opening day of the season. Aaron Silcott actually gave Hanwell an early lead before Hayden Wills equalised on the half hour mark. However, the floodgates opened in the second period as AFC scored six more without reply. There is a six point gap between the top three and fourth placed Leverstock Green who consolidated their place with a 3-0 win over Holmer Green, all three goals coming in the second half. Haringey Boro’s seven match League game winning streak came to an end when a lively Harefield United side forced Boro to come from behind twice and equalise in stoppage time with a Darrell Cox header to ensure they gained appoint in the 2-2 draw. Boro do have one or more games in hand on all four teams above them and only Dunstable Town and Royston Town have dropped less points. Although hosting their away game with London Tigers, due to the ongoing repairs at Tigers ground, Tring Athletic’s goodwill did not stretch onto the pitch and they ran out 3-1 winners with goals from Mark Burfoot, Andy Humphreys and Che To, Terence Cariba replying for Tigers. Berkhamsted, who led the table in early October before Royston took over, have slipped down to 8th spot and they suffered their 7th league defeat away at Biggleswade Utd, losing out 2-1 to a late Stuart Richardson winner. Aylesbury Utd have also fallen back in recent weeks and they are now down to 9th following their surprise 3-2 defeat away to Hertford Town. The Ducks were 2-1 down at half time, and although they drew level ten minutes after the break, Samir Hadi scored the winner with nine minutes left to move the Blues up 5 places in the table. Hatfield Town were the third of the bottom three sides to lose on their travels, as they fell to a 4-1 defeat at Broxbourne Boro, who were aided by a second half hat trick from Chris Doyle. Hadley moved up a couple of places, leapfrogging their hosts Oxhey Jets as they did so, after coming from behind to record a 2-1 win, and Colney Heath remain in the top ten after a solitary Paul Armstrong goal gave them a 1-0 win over visitors St. Margaretsbury.
TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER
The top two clubs both recorded identical 4-1 victories away from home, and in front of almost identical attendances, to maintain the status quo at the top. Dunstable Town top the Xmas charts having won 4-1 at Harefield Utd, whilst Royston Town responded to being knocked off their perch with a 4-1 win at Haringey Boro, who failed to gain revenge for their recent Vase defeat. Berkhamsted fell to another league defeat, this time going down 2-1 at home to Oxhey Jets, whilst Tring Athletic fell to a slightly surprising 3-1 home defeat at the hands of St. Margaretsbury.
DIVISION ONE

Despite being held to a 1-1 draw by visiting Wodson Park, leaders London Colney have maintained their 17 point lead at the top. Jimmy Warner gave the leaders the lead just after the break, but Wodson levelled the scores through Ross Murphy with 18 minutes remaining. Second placed Ampthill hosted Hoddesdon on a very cold and frosty day at Ampthill Park and also had to settle for a share of the points in an exciting 3-3 draw. Hoddesdon were quick to start and could have scored in the first minute but from a right wing cross a chance in front of goal was missed. Ampthill were strangely quiet and the visitors had the better of the first half play. It was no surprise when Hoddesdon scored with a pass to Ben Andreos who broke away from the home defence to score on 21 minutes. Hoddesdon could have gone further ahead but two efforts in as many minutes failed to hit the target. As the half neared goalmouth scramble, end up in the keeper’s hands. Another Ampthill shot went across the visitors’ goal without any other player getting the vital touch. Thus Hoddesdon held the lead at half time. Ampthill started the second half with the words of manager Craig Bicknell ringing in their ears and equalised on 48 minutes when Danny Nicholls shot home at the near post from a left wing cross. Just when it looked like Ampthill were going to dominate the game, Hoddesdon regained the lead when Ben Andreos latched on to a long ball to race through to score on 57 minutes. Ampthill equalised again from a quickly taken free kick and Robbie Goodman scored on 62 minutes. Ampthill soon scored a third goal when a high ball into the area was dropped by the Hoddesdon keeper, and Lea Coulter scored from close range on 66 minutes. It was all Ampthill now and a header flew just wide and a Michael McKenzie shot hit a post and bounced clear. But Hoddesdon battled back and were unlucky to see the home keeper miss his punch, but a covering defender cleared the ball off the goal line. The Ampthill keeper did not learn from this as he attempted another punched clearance but missed and Tom Boxer struck the ball into the empty net on 90 +1 minutes. So the match ended all square, which was just about right on the day but Ampthill will rue dropping two points when they seemingly had the game won. St. Albans City Reserves moved up into third spot after their 4-0 win away at Cockfosters, just edging out Harpenden Town, whose match against Langford was postponed, on goal difference. On the mark for City Reserves were Ben Luck with a brace and Rob Quattromini, whilst Cockfosters contributed an OG. Cranfield Utd could have moved up into third place had they won their home game with London Lions, but they lost 3-1 and dropped back to fifth. Two goals in the opening 3 minutes and a Robbie O’Dell hat trick helped Crawley Green to a resounding 7-2 victory over Kentish Town. Sam Peverall opened the scoring after 58 seconds when he curled a free kick into the top right hand corner of the goal. Two minutes later Crawley doubled their lead when Robbie O’Dell headed home a Jamie Warne cross. Sam Peverall and Lee Hayward both went close before Robbie O’Dell lobbed the keeper to put Crawley 3 up on the half hour. Lee Hayward and Robbie O’Dell missed a number of chances to increase Crawley’s lead and Kentish Town reduced the arrears just before the break when Dujon Desagurante headed firmly past keeper Dean Bull. In the second half Peverall scored again in the first minute when he picked up a clearance to drive the ball past the replacement keeper Elias Farrah. But Kentish Town replied immediately when Mark Grieves curled a shot into the top corner of the goal. After 52 minutes Robbie O’Dell put Crawley back in charge when he broke through and finished well to make it 5-2. Jamie Warne rattled the woodwork before Lee Hayward scored after 62 minutes when he calmly took the ball round Farrah to make it 6-2. To their credit Kentish Town continued to battle but Crawley completed the rout in the final minute when Lee Hayward to score from close range. After their terrible start to the season, Crawley now sit exactly half way up the table, whilst Kings Langley are another side to have made a remarkable recovery and after their 6-1 win away at New Bradwell St. Peter, sit in 6th place, just two points off third spot. Basement side Sun Postal Sports went into a two goal lead against Welwyn Garden City, before two goals in a minute brought the Citizens level before half time. Immediately after the break, Welwyn took the lead for the first time, only for the Posties to get back on level terms on the hour mark before suffering heartbreak as the Citizens snatched a last gasp winner. An interesting game between  Stony Stratford  and Tokyngton Manor was brought to a premature close after 81 minutes with the score at 2-2 when a power cut in the local area saw darkness come early - not the first time this has happened. Two other games also suffered postponements – Amersham v Chesham Utd Reserves and Buckingham Athletic v Bedford.
DIVISION TWO

No change at the top as all four of the leading sides won – albeit narrowly in the case of the top two. Mursley Utd went into a 3-1 lead after just over half an hours play, but although visitors Caddington drew level with a goal either side of the break, Ed Mills came up with the winner a minute after Caddington had levelled. Aston Clinton repeated the same scoreline 4-3 in their home game with Winslow Utd, helped by a hat trick from Peter Weirich. The 61 FC had a struggle to overcome bottom club MK Wanderers 2-1, whilst a brace from Daniel Litton helped Totternhoe to overcome local rivals Kent Athletic 3-1. Tring Corinthians also lost their local derby with Pitstone & Ivinghoe, but the home side’s two goals didn’t come until the last three minutes of the match. After a promising start, Hale Leys Utd are finding life in their Division quite difficult and they succumbed 4-1 to visiting Bletchley Town, for whom lee Jones scored a hat trick. The match between Risboro Rangers and Old Bradwell Utd was postponed.
A VERY MERRY XMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL CLUBS IN THE SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE,  AND ALL PLAYING AND NON PLAYING MEMBERS AND TO ALL OUR READERS, and especially all wives, girlfriends, husbands, boyfriends, mistresses, in-betweens, SSMFL Committee members, club chairmen, club chairwomen, club chairpersons,  long serving chairmen, chairmen who act as ball boys, Cliff Bennett and the Rebel Rousers, right backs, left backs, bent backs, left footers, right footed left backs, left footed right backs,  hat trick heroes, Conway Twitty, leggy wingers, legless wingers, goal scoring midfielders, chunky midfielders, hunky midfielders, Queens of the Burger Bars, Nigella Lawson look –a-likes, lovely cup of tea makers,  Legs & Co, the flat back four, the fat back four, The Nashville Teens, sports editors, the sports media,  Fats Domino, The FA Respect Dept, County FA officials, league officials, Bern Elliott and the Fenmen, general secretaries, Steam Packet, match secretaries, fixture secretaries, registration secretaries, treasurers, Emmylou Harris, officials without email (who won’t read this), Kingsize Taylor and the  Dominoes, referees secretaries, F.A Referee’s secretaries, ex- referees secretaries, programme editors, The Vipers Skiffle Group, groundsmen, happy groundsmen (not many), miserable groundsmen (lots), munchkins, Ola Jordan, , ground hoppers, space hoppers, Sounds Incorporated, midfield destroyers, destroyed midfielders, The Flying Burrito Brothers, clubs with Charter Standard, clubs applying for Charter Standard, The Temperance Seven, all referees, referees who eat haggis, referees who work in advertising, Jive Bunny and the Mastermixers, young and old referees, been there and done it referees, lady referees, referees who have progressed to higher levels, ex referees, plump referees, even plumper lino’s, lady lino’s, who ate all the pies referees, Clay Donner and The Aristocrats, all Seagulls supporters, Long John Baldry, lady physios  male physios, The Bonzo Dog Doo Dah Band,, midfielders with legs, midfielders with no legs, players with ear rings, players with nose rings,  Aliona Vilani,  The Claydon 3, referees assessors, assessors with sticks (white), Marvin Rainwater, Thursday night football, match sponsors, match ball sponsors, club sponsors, player sponsors, Jerry Lee Lewis, cool dudes, snappy dressers, all Sussex CCC supporters,  Old Bankers, young bankers, The Wurzels, all ground graders, all flour graders, friendly bar maids, all friendly bar maids covered in flour, Bucks County Cricket Club, Nero and the Gladiators, successful managers, quiet managers (not many), not so quiet managers ( a few more) very noisy managers(quite a lot) jack- in- a box managers, should –be- in- a box managers, Russ Sainty and the Nu-Notes, coaches, coaches with badges, coaches with I Spy badges, coaches with Blue Peter badges, all contributors to the newsletter, The Piltdown Men, supportive supporters, long suffering supporters, very noisy supporters, supporters with attitude, all supporters of Non League Football….. Enjoy the festive season.
Bill Scholes- Editor
