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NEW YEAR RESOLUTION SUGGESTIONS:

TO YOUR ENEMY…………        FORGIVENESS

TO AN OPPONENT…………      TOLERANCE

TO A FRIEND………………..      YOUR HEART

TO ALL………………………       CHARITY

TO EVERY CHILD…………       A GOOD EXAMPLE

TO ALL REFEREES……… RESPECT

TUESDAY 27th DECEMBER 2011

Although there was a slightly truncated fixture list, the crowds were out in force with 8 games recording attendances of over 100. Five were in the Premier – at Berkhamsted, Aylesbury Utd, Harefield Utd, Hanwell and Tring Athletic, whilst three were in Division One – at Kings Langley, New Bradwell and Buckingham Athletic. Not content with over indulging on the turkey front, there was clearly a desire to watch a number of Christmas puddings running around. Not surprisingly, there was not one hat trick to be seen.
PREMIER DIVISION

Long time leaders Royston Town will after all welcome in 2012 sitting proudly at the head of the table as they enjoyed a 4-0 win away at Berkhamsted, whilst rivals Dunstable Town surrendered their brief reign at the top as they rather surprisingly lost 2-1 at home to Colney Heath. The day’s biggest crowd of 165 were at Broadwater to see Kaan Fehmi and Matt Standen put Royston two up in just over thirty minutes and the lead increased just before half time with a Berko OG. Immediately after the break, Jack Bradshaw scored the Crow’s fourth to rule out any chance of a comeback from the home side. All three goals at Creasey Park came in the second half, George Rowland giving Colney the lead straight after the restart, but although Nick Leach equalised for Dunstable a couple of minutes later, Steve Barker scored the winner for Colney with just over ten minutes remaining. The game possibly lacked a little goodwill to all men as Dunstable were reduced to 10 men following the dismissal of Mark Boyce for an alleged elbow in the first half, whilst the second half saw Colney reduced to 9 men. Colney’s Josh Humbert was dismissed following a second yellow, but was then involved in an unseemly contretemp with some Dunstable spectators, in which Glen Draper left the pitch to join in, for which he was rewarded with a red card for his efforts. AFC Dunstable are now only two points behind their Creasey Park co-hosts in third spot after they returned from Biggleswade Utd with a 2-0 victory, thanks to second half goals from Craig Butler and BJ Christie. The second largest crowd of the day saw Joey Acheampong score a last minute winner for Aylesbury Utd as they ran out 3-2 winners over visiting Leverstock Green. The Greens twice took the lead, firstly through Max Farrelly and then through Paul Insley before Acheampong turned the game around with his late double. Haringey Boro’s 4-0 scoreline against visiting Hatfield Town suggests an easy win but until the last third of the game, a goal-less draw looked quite a possibility. However after Dewayne Clarke broke the deadlock in the 65th minute, the home side assumed control and further strikes from Richard Worrell, Roland Namquita and Stephen Obeng secured  the three points and moved them up to fourth place. A double from Stuart King was cheered on by a crowd of over 100 helped Tring Athletic to a 4-0 win over visiting Hertford Town, whilst the local derby between Harefield Utd and Hillingdon Boro attracted 130 spectators who unfortunately were denied the sight of even one goal as the two sides battled out a 0-0 draw. Holmer Green gave themselves a Christmas lift for the New Year as they moved off the bottom of the table following their 4-3 home win over London Tigers. Five of the seven goals came in a 12 minute period between the 23rd and the 35th minute, and saw Holmer into a 3-2 lead at half time. Tigers restored parity shortly after the break, but Gary Lines scored his second of the afternoon with 10 minutes remaining to secure the vital victory. The new holders of the wooden spoon are Hanwell Town who lost 3-1 at home to Oxhey Jets in front of a crowd of 112. The visitors led by goals from Spencer Bellotti and Ian Bywater at half time, and although Dean Worman gave Hanwell hope immediately after the restart, Paul Danslow doused their hopes just after the hour mark to condemn Hanwell to their 18th league defeat of the season. Two goals from Anthony Anstead nearly saw St. Margaretsbury to a home win over Stotfold but a late penalty from Paul Donnelly enabled the visitors to share the points in the 2-2 draw. The second 0-0 draw of the day occurred at Hadley where the visitors were Broxbourne Boro.
DIVISION ONE

A large holiday crowd of 130 saw Kings Langley lower leaders London Colney’s colours for only the third time this season as they ran out comprehensive 4-0 winners. Two quick-fire goals from Steve Noonan and Sam Warrell inside the first 25 minutes gave the visitors a half time lead, but they did have to wait until added on time before doubling their score. Colney’s defeat has allowed Ampthill Town to narrow the gap to 14 points, but of course they do have 3 games in hand, and still have to play Colney home and away. Ampthill returned from New Bradwell St. Peter with a 2-0 win, thanks to goals from Nick Hughes and Lea Coulter, although they were made to dig deep for their victory over the home side who were under the management of Gary Flynn for the last time. The table is getting fairly crowded below the top two as just five points cover the next 10 teams, all waiting to pounce should the leaders falter. Two of these contenders were in action at Cranfield Utd where Crawley Green were the visitors and the large crowd witnessed both sides squandering numerous chances before Crawley Green's new signing James McCarthy secured the points with a goal in the 87th minute. Cranfield bossed the opening with Alex Baker and Jack Leadbetter both having shots saved by Dean Bull in the Crawley goal. Crawley responded with a header from Ian Mackenzie-Tyne which was scrambled clear. The game continued to see saw from end to end but amazingly finished 0-0 at the break. The pattern continued in the second half, with both sides having chances to take the lead. With time running out Chris Harvey launched a long throw into the box and the ball broke for James McCarthy to rifle home and secure all three points for Crawley and maintain their charge up the table. A brace from Tom Fouhy helped Chesham Utd Reserves maintain their top ten place as they dented Harpenden Town’s promotion hopes with a 4-1 victory. Hoddesdon Town have moved into the top six after their 2-1 win away at London Lions, but they had to come from behind to do it, with a brace from Jamie Brandon. Langford are also enjoying a good run of form and moved up to 7th after beating Bedford 2-1 away. They also had to contend with the opposition scoring first, and rely on a last gasp goal (4 minutes into added on time) from Ryan Ellis for all three points. St. Albans City Reserves lost 1-0 to an improving Wodson Park and Cockfosters lost 2-0 at home to Welwyn Garden City, both goals coming in the last 20 minutes. At the foot of the table Sun Postal Sports gained their first point for a month in a 2-2 draw at home to Kentish Town, although going two goals up in the first 8 minutes they must have been hoping for all three points. Stony Stratford Town have moved out of the bottom two following their welcome 2-1 win in the North Bucks derby over fellow strugglers Buckingham Athletic. In front of a large crowd and on a heavy pitch, it was Stony who settled first and only a great save from Jack Bridges in the home goal prevented them from taking the lead. Athletic also had a chance but the Stony keeper, George Anderson, saved well. With Stony dominating the midfield, they scored on 33 minutes when a long ball out of defence was badly defended by Athletic allowing Josh Crawley to slot the ball into the home net. The half ended with Stony in full control and Athletic lucky to be still in the match. The second half started better for Athletic and they equalised from the penalty spot on 51 minutes when Adam Bone scored. As Athletic looked to build on this, it was Stony who looked the more dangerous and Bridges had to make another couple of smart saves to keep the scores level. But Stony would not be denied and they scored again on 65 minutes when Greg Tite converted a right wing cross from close range. It was all Stony now and another effort clipped the home crossbar and keeper Bridges came to the rescue with another great save. Athletic tried but could not find a way through the Stony defence and the visitors ran out comfortable winners and belied their lowly league position. After 8 consecutive defeats, Amersham Town have now dropped into the bottom two as their tenants Tokyngton Manor showed a real lack of the Christmas spirit by defeating the landlords 4-2.
NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM AT HANWELL TOWN

Keith Rowlands and Jason Tucker stepped down from their management roles just before Christmas. Hanwell have acted swiftly and appointed Tommy Williams as the new man in charge. He will be assisted by Luke Evans.

MANAGER REQUIRED AT NEW BRADWELL ST. PETER

Due to work and family commitments, Gary Flinn has reluctantly decided to resign as manager. New Bradwell are therefore seeking a new boss. Any interested parties are invited to apply in writing to Ian Rollins, the Hon Secretary at 16 Masefield Grove, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 5AR

Or via email to honsecretary@newbradwellstpeter.co.uk
That’s all for now – enjoy the New Year celebrations and remember at the Office Party you’re supposed to sit naked on top of the photocopier, not the shredder.

Bill Scholes – billscholes@hotmail.co.uk
