



SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS FOOTBALL LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER No. 21
By Bill Scholes

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL

HOLIDAY MONDAY 2nd JANUARY 2012
The first hat trick hero of the New Year (and the only one) was Matt Standen of Royston Town who hit three in his sides 7-0 demolition of Biggleswade Utd.

PREMIER DIVISION

There were wins for all of the top six clubs, so no change at the top of the table. Leaders Royston went to Town in front of the days second largest crowd (184) at Garden Walk, beating Biggleswade Utd 7-0. The Crows led 2-0 at half time courtesy of Matt Standen and Ross Collins, but turned up the gas in the second period running in five more, including two from Standen enabling him to complete his first hat trick for the club. Dunstable Town faced a tough task away to Stotfold, but a goal on the half hour mark from ex Crow George Brinkman was enough to claim the points and keep their challenge alive. Biggest crowd of the day (189) was at Creasey Park where a solitary goal from BJ Christie after 22 minutes was enough for AFC Dunstable to overcome Aylesbury Utd and remain just two points behind their very, very near neighbours. Despite going a goal down to visiting cellar dwellers Hanwell Town, Haringey Boro ran out comfortable 4-1 winners after Rickelle Christian had levelled the scores just before the half hour mark. Goals from Guy Koffi, Darrell Cox and Richard Worrell completed the scoring after the break. Tring Athletic secured their first ever league victory at Colney Heath in 10 previous attempts as Reon Thomas, a recent signing from Amersham, scored his first goal for his new club with just a couple of minutes remaining. Colney came into this game on the back of four straight wins, and in truth it was a  bit like the recent Sunderland v Man City game (good job Dave Henman wasn’t there!) particularly in the second half as Colney enjoyed the lions share of possession as they attacked down the slope. It was a case of the “big ‘uns” v the “little ‘uns,” size wise, but Tring withstood the pressure well and centre backs Andy Hughes and Matt Jarvis were outstanding – the heavily bandaged head of Hughes seeming to attract the ball on very occasion. Thomas was a thorn in the Colney defence for much of the game, his pace often troubling them  and it was fitting that he provided the rapier thrust for the winning goal. Just when it appeared that honours would be shared, Graham Hall knocked an excellent pass into the inside right channel and Thomas used his pace to get to the ball before Glen Draper, and despite being under severe pressure from the centre half, he calmly lofted a superb lob over the keeper to send the Tring supporters into raptures. Leverstock Green collected all three points from their encounter with Hatfield Town at Pancake Lane. It was a tight match against a spirited Hatfield side which could have gone either way, but an excellent second half goal from Dan Griggs proved to be enough to win it. Hillingdon Boro remain in seventh spot despite being held to a 2-2 draw by visiting Holmer Green. Boro looked to have claimed all three points after Warren Gladdy had put them 2-1 up with nine minutes remaining, but Dean Allen’s second goal of the game, in added on time, rescued a point for Holmer. Berkhamsted arrested their recent run of poor form with a 1-0 win away at Broxbourne Boro, Lawrence Bunker scoring the all important goal just before half time. Sadly for the second week running, a match finished with 3 players being dismissed – Chamberlain and Rose for Berko and the Boro goalkeeper. There was also an alleged fracas in the Clubhouse after the game, involving participants from both sides. London Tigers recovered from losing at Holmer Green last week to run out 3-0 winners at home to Hadley, thanks to goals from Maksym Lysuk, Ehad Ponxha and Tarik Ellekhlifi. Two goals from Kemo Maphela not only helped Harefield Utd to a 2-0 win away at Oxhey Jets but moved them up to 16th place and some 10 points clear of the relegation zone. A goodly crowd of 146 saw Hertford Town and St. Margaretsbury share four goals and the points in their local derby. Chisom Diorgu broke the deadlock for the Blues with just over 15 minutes left, but two goals from Ed Taylor and Michael Cooper looked to have given the Bury all three points until Mark Draper headed home in the 6th minute of added on time!
DIVISION ONE
Leaders London Colney recovered from their 4-0 defeat last week to record a home win over basement side Sun Postal by the same scoreline. Two quick goals in the first six minutes steadied the nerves and two more just after the break doubled the score. Ampthill Town remain 14 points behind after they beat Bedford 2-1 at home with goals from Michael McKenzie and Lea Coulter. In tenth spot just over a month ago, Hoddesdon Town have now taken closer order as they moved up to 3rd after their home 2-0 win over  Cockfosters, who had to play all but four minutes of the game with 10 men, having seen  Dean Adams  go for a very early bath. Hoddesdon head a clutch of 11 clubs, all covered by just six points, who are waiting to pounce on any signs of weakness displayed by the leaders. Two of these clubs, Harpenden Town and Kings Langley shared the points after their 2-2 draw. Kings Langley took the lead twice, but two penalties from Jimmy Hill ensured honours were shared. Also still in the mix are Cranfield Utd who returned from the short trip to Stony Stratford with a 4-2 win , aided by a brace from Joel McCormick. The battle of the two Reserves sides was won by Chesham Utd who defeated St. Albans City by two goals to nil, whilst there were doubles from Adam Myeroff (both penalties) and Sam Sloma as London Lions beat Welwyn Garden City 4-2, after recovering from a 2-1 deficit. Amersham Town won their first league game since the 22nd October, beating visitors Buckingham Athletic 2-1 with a brace from Carl Derewenko, and moved two places clear of the relegation zone. Wodson Park also moved up a few places in the table following their 2-1win away at Langford. The games between Crawley Green and New Bradwell and Kentish Town and Tokyngton Manor were postponed.
DIVISION TWO

In the only fixture of the Division, Risborough Rangers overcame local rivals Aston Clinton 5-3 in an enthralling end to end game, and in so doing lowered Aston Clinton's colours for the first time in the league this season. Risborough led 2-1 at the break thanks to goals from Rory Nish and a penalty from Jonny Horne. Within 15 minutes of the restart, Risborough led 4-1 thanks to further goals from Nish and Leon Read. However, after Clinton's substitute Neil Roberts was sent off, complacency set in with Risborough and Aston Clinton twice reduced the deficit through Peter Weirich and Anthony Kew to bring the score back to 4-3, but finally the one man advantage proved too much for the visitors, as James Shrimpton scored the fifth to ensure three points for the home side with a well deserved performance.
UPDATE ON THE LEAGUE CUPS
The last 8 of all the various Cup competitions has now been reached, and all Quarter Finalists are now known. In the Challenge Trophy, the holders Chalfont St. peter have moved onwards and upwards but the two previous winners still remain. Broxbourne Boro, winners two years ago are away to Hillingdon Boro, whilst Tring Athletic have a home draw against giant killers Bletchley Town. Can they add Tring to their previous scalps of Royston and Dunstable? Division One newcomers Chesham Utd Reserves have a tasty home tie against Leverstock Green, whilst Biggleswade Utd entertain dark horses Haringey Boro. The Dudley Latham Memorial Cup (Premier Division clubs only) sees the holders Colney Heath away to Tring Athletic in a repeat of Monday’s game. The top two clubs in the Premier have been kept apart – Royston Town entertaining Hertford Town and Dunstable at home to Stotfold (another repeat of a Monday game) but both clubs could meet in the Final should they win their games. In the Division One Cup, holders AFC Dunstable are now in the Premier, but previous winners London Colney are still there, but face a stiff task against Kings Langley, one of only three clubs to beat them in the League so far. Ampthill Town have been runners up twice in the last four years and will be looking to make it third time lucky, but they may have to overcome London Colney, (if they win their Quarter Final) in the Semi’s to do so. League newcomers Hale Leys Utd are already through to the Semi’s of the Division Two Cup, having been blessed with a bye, and if they could reach the Final at the first time of asking should they beat the winners of the Totternhoe and Pitstone tie. The third repeat of a game on Monday sees Risborough Rangers again play host to Aston Clinton in what should be a cracking tie, whilst there is more tasty fare on offer in North Bucks where Bletchley Town entertain Winslow Utd as they attempt to reach a possible second semi final. In the Reserve Challenge Trophy, the top three in Division One, Kings Langley, The 61 FC and Stotfold, are all still involved as are the top two in Division Two, Kent Athletic and London Lions. The latter will hoping they can go one better than last year when they finished as runners up. It all bodes well for an interesting finale.
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