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SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS FOOTBALL LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER No. 22
By Bill Scholes

SATURDAY 7th January2012
The surfeit of Xmas puds, mince pies and gallons of ale appear to be wearing off as there were four hat trick heroes this week. Top of the bill was Jimmy Hill of Harpenden Town who scored four, whilst Mark Draper of Hertford, Kim Forsythe of Langford and Jonny Horne of Risboro Rangers all netted three times.
                                           PREMIER DIVISION
No change at the head of the leader board as all of the top three continued on their winning way. As two of these victories were against sides just below them, a 10 point gap has opened up between third and fourth places.  In front of  a crowd of 214, leaders Royston Town inflicted 5th place Leverstock Green’s biggest defeat for around two years as they ran out 4-0 winners. Kaan Fehmi gave the Crows an early lead, but had to wait until the last 13 minutes before their dominance turned into three more goals. Dunstable Town beat 4th placed Haringey Boro 3-1 away with goals from Peter Holmes, George Brinkman and Damian Pickering whilst AFC Dunstable hosted London Tigers in the now completed Creasey Park stadium and ran out winners by 2 – 1 in an entertaining match. AFC started well, an early chance was wasted by BJ Christie as he shot the ball over the bar when well placed. He had another chance minutes later but failed to convert from close range. Little was seen of the Tigers attack and the only concern for AFC was some poor passing out of defence, which gave Tigers some encouragement. The first AFC goal came from a free kick taken by Craig Butler who struck the ball beyond the reach of keeper Joseph Woodley on 19 minutes. Tigers had a half chance, but the shot was blocked and went for a corner kick. As the match entered first half injury time, AFC scored again when Christie latched onto a pass from a defensive clearance to run through and score on 45+1 minute. The half was dominated by the home team and Tigers were fortunate to be only two goals down.  Tigers began the second half better and had an early free kick cleared and a shot blocked. However they had Woodley to thank for a great save to keep them in the game. As the half wore on, AFC seemed to lose their way and Tigers came more and more into the match. In the closing stages, Tigers had several good opportunities to score but they failed to convert them. Tigers at last got their reward for persistence when in the 5th minute of injury time Tarik Ellekhlifi calmly converted a penalty kick to provide a tense last few minutes for AFC. However the clock beat any hopes of a dramatic Tigers comeback and AFC Dunstable ran out worthy winners in the end. Basement side Hanwell Town fell to their 20th league defeat of the season as they went down 4-1 at home to Aylesbury Utd, Joey Acheampong scoring a brace, but Hatfield Town have put a bit of daylight between themselves and the bottom two after their 2-1 win at home to Hadley, and this after going behind early in the second half. Holmer Green remain second from bottom after losing 2-0 away at St. Margaretsbury. Reon Thomas scored his second goal for his new club Tring Athletic to give them an early lead against Harefield Utd, but the Hares levelled the scores through Lee Benning ten minutes after the break. Three goals from Mark Draper enabled Hertford Town to return from Biggleswade Utd with a 3-1 win under their belts and there was a 2-1 win for Broxbourne Boro away at Oxhey Jets. There were no goals in the games between Stotfold and Hillingdon Boro and Berkhamsted and Colney Heath.
DIVISION ONE

With Ampthill Town forced to kick their heels due to the inability of Amersham Town to raise a team, London Colney took the opportunity to increase their lead at the top to 17 points following their 3-1 win away at London Lions, Greg Shaw grabbing a brace. Ampthill do have four games in hand, but their continued involvement in various cup competitions is more than likely to cause them fixture congestion problems towards the end of the season. Hoddesdon Town consolidated their recent upward mobility and maintained their promotion challenge as they emerged 2-0 winners over Crawley Green, who suffered their first League defeat since October. Hoddesdon almost took the lead in the first minute but Dean Bull made a fine save to keep out a shot from Ben Andreos. Hoddesdon dominated the opening stages, and after 18 minutes Gary Simmonds went through but his shot rebounded off the post. Andreos was again denied by Bull three minutes later. Crawley replied after 22 minutes when James Dickson’s free kick was headed on by Lee Hayward but Kieron Extence saved comfortably. Jamie Brandon then went close for Hoddesdon but Bull again saved well. After 29 minutes Crawley nearly opened the scoring when James McCarthy’s effort from a Stuart Strange corner was tipped over by Extence. Shortly after Crawley had a strong claim for a penalty when McCarthy was brought down in the box but the referee waved play on Before the break Brandon and Andreos both had efforts saved by Bull and Crawley’s Matt Baldry went close for the home side but it finished 0-0 at half time. In the second half Crawley started well but Hoddesdon continued to threaten on the break. The deadlock was broken after 67 minutes when Brandon went through 2 tackles and firmly planted the ball past Bull to make it 1-0 to Hoddesdon Brandon had 2 more efforts saved by Bull before he put Hoddesdon 2 up after 76 minutes. With Crawley pushing forward Hoddesdon broke and Simmonds had a shot which hit an upright, the rebound then fell to Ben Hart whose strike was blocked, but on the second rebound the ball fell to Brandon who made no mistake from close range. Sam Peverall had a fierce shot saved by Extence in the dying minutes but Crawley were unable to score and Hoddesdon ran out worthy 2-0 winners. Four goals from Jimmy Hill helped Harpenden Town to a 5-2 win away at bottom club Sun Postal Sports who are beginning to stare relegation in the face as they are ten points from safety and have played more games than their rivals for the drop. Harpenden remain just a point behind Hoddesdon and ahead on goal difference from Chesham Utd Reserves who beat Welwyn Garden City 3-1, with two very late goals in added on time from Tom Bambury and Tobi Akin sealing the three points. Langford have been quietly climbing the table and now sit in 6th spot after what on paper seemed a comprehensive 7-2 walloping of Kings Langley- Kim Forsythe nothing three goals and Paul Garrett two. However, on the spot observers assure me that it was a very even end to end game which could easily have ended all square! Wodson Park took a two goal lead against visiting Cranfield Utd at half time, and although Cranfield levelled the scores shortly after the break, Pete Sawyer won it for Wodson with thirty minutes left. Leon Johnson for Tokyngton Manor and Chris Johnson for Bedford both scored two goals apiece as their clubs drew 2-2 at Spratleys Meadow and a Nick Skelton penalty was enough to see New Bradwell St. Peter safely home against St. Albans City Reserves. A flurry of goals in the last twenty minutes saw Cockfosters run out 5-2 winners at home to relegation threatened Stony Stratford Town.
DIVISION TWO
The top of the table clash between Aston Clinton and Mursley United resulted in a 3-0 win for the hosts although the final score perhaps does not truly reflect the balance of the game. The home side took the lead a little against the run of play after a skilful break out of defence by skipper Peter Thorne created the opportunity for Daniel Parsons to round keeper Jordan McKechnie and slot the ball home. Immediately following the interval Alex Woodfine missed a golden opportunity to double the lead by putting a snatched chance over the bar however in the 50th minute Carl Clay ended a dazzling dribble past at least five opponents by placing the ball beyond McKechnie to make it 2-0. Parsons set up the move from which Sam Ward added the third five minutes later however Mursley still managed to spurn a chance to get back into the game when substitute James Griffiths put his spot kick wide of the goal. Given the importance of the game, it was played in an excellent spirit and the referee acknowledged that the role of the officials was made a lot easier by the positive attitude of both sets of players. In third place are Totternhoe who gained a point in a cracking 4-4 draw away at Winslow Utd. The home side took an early two goal lead through Craig Heywood and Phil Martin, but goals from Daniel Liddon and Chris Golding brought the scores level at half time. Martin’s second put Winslow back in front before Golding’s second restored parity. Simon King made it advantage Winslow in the 72nd minute but the lead only lasted for  two minutes before Liddon, with his second goal of the game, levelled the scores for the last time. There was a comfortable 4-0 win for The 61 FC away at Tring Corinthians, keeping them in 4th place, just ahead of Kent Athletic who beat Pitstone & Ivinghoe 2-0. Old Bradwell Utd enjoyed a rare 5-2 victory away at Caddington, a result that lifts them above their hosts and out of the bottom three. Old Bradwell were four goal up at the break, thanks to an early  brace from Aaron Murray and singles from Dave Jarman and Peter Maxey, but Caddington hit back twice midway through the second period before Sam O’Neil put the icing on the cake.
BERKS & BUCKS INTERMEDIATE CUP -4th ROUND

Risborough Rangers are now the League’s sole remaining hope for honours as they moved into the quarter finals of this competition for the first time in many years, with a hard fought 4-0 victory over Singh Sabha of Slough. In an evenly contested first half the difference in the two sides was that Risborough took their chances in front of goal with leading scorer Jonny Horne scoring both. The second half was dominated by Risborough with keeper Steve Clark having minimal work to do. Super-sub James Shrimpton followed up last week's goal with another strike to put Risborough firmly in control and was left to Horne to score his hat-trick mid-way through the second half to wrap things up. Rangers will face Bucks CC (Aylesbury & District League), 4-1 conquerors of Hale Leys Utd in the Quarter Finals. In the other two ties, Bletchley Town suffered last minute heartbreak as they conceded a goal in the 90th minute to go out 3-2 away at South Reading, despite taking an early lead through Sam Bearman, and Buckingham Athletic bowed out 3-0 away at Chalvey WMC Sports.
TUESDAY 10th JANUARY

CHALLENGE TROPHY - QUARTER FINALS

Haringey Boro moved into the semi’s with an emphatic 6-1 win away at Biggleswade Utd. The key tormentor of the home side was Dean Fenton who scored the first 5 goals. All three goals in the tie between Hillingdon Boro and Broxbourne Boro came in the last 15 minutes of the game as Hillingdon went two up before Broxbourne pulled one back in added on time. Bletchley Town’s giant killing run came to an end as they went down 4-0 away at Tring Athletic, Graham Hall contributing two penalties. 

The draw for the Semi Finals sees Hillingdon Boro host Tring Athletic whilst Haringey Boro will be at home to the winners of the Chesham Utd Reserves v Leverstock Green tie.
PREMIER DIVISION
Royston Town extended their lead at the top to five points after their 4-1 win at home to Oxhey Jets. Luke Robins scored twice and the Standen brothers came up with one each.

DIVISION ONE
Ampthill Town reduced their number of games in hand to three, as well as reducing London Colney’s lead to 14 points after they beat second from bottom Buckingham Athletic 3-1 at home. Kings Langley’s up and down season continued after they enjoyed a comprehensive 5-0 win at home to Kentish Town, James Armstrong scoring a hat trick.

THE COST OF A DAY OUT AT SSMFL CLUBS
Coming next week will be the results of a survey into the cost of attending, and having a cuppa / burger at our League grounds. The survey has been conducted and analysed by Karen Browne, Secretary of Welwyn GC, but there are still a number of clubs who have failed to respond.. Those clubs will be named next week ……..unless they quickly return their questionnaires to enable their answers to be included! 

HAS SUMMER COME?
Feels like it in our house as I have moved the deckchair into the living room in order to watch the Sussex Sharks in the Caribbean T20 competition live on ESPN!

All news, views, etc to Bill Scholes

billscholes@hotmail.co.uk

