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SATURDAY 14th JANUARY 2012
Definitely the coldest Saturday of the season so far, but I think were lucky that the short cold snap was only just starting, and frost didn’t really have time to get into the ground. I doubt whether many games were played on Sunday morning! Obviously the cold spell continued for a few days and all of Tuesday night’s fixtures were postponed, although Cockfosters did manage 45 minutes in their game v Broxbourne before the referee called the game off.

There were four hat tricks on Saturday, and all of them in Division Two. Two of these hat tricks occurred in the 12 goal thriller between Caddington and Pitstone & Ivinghoe, and one must have a degree of sympathy for Steve Harris, who scored four for Caddington and still ended up on the losing side! Ashley Higgins of opponents Pitstone also scored three times, as did Dan Jones of Hale Leys Utd and Phil Martin of Winslow Utd. 

PREMIER DIVISION

Royston Town’s mid week win enabled them to extend the gap to second placed Dunstable Town  to 5 points, and they maintained this lead after a hard fought 2-1 win away at Colney Heath. Kaan Fehmi gave the Crows the lead from the penalty spot ten minutes before half time, but Colney drew level five minutes later with a penalty of their own, converted by Jamie Eames. Despite having young keeper Will Norris dismissed  in the first half, the Royston defence held firm with stand in keeper Jason Beck performing admirably between the sticks and a draw seemed on the cards until Carl Edwards scored the winner for the 10 men in the 4th minute of added on time. Manager Paul Attfield couldn’t contain his joy, rushed onto the pitch to celebrate with his team and was promptly dismissed by the Referee. Dunstable Town kept up their challenge after seeing off basement side Hanwell Town 3-1. Hanwell kept their opponents at bay in the first half, but second half goals from Matt Judge, Jon Cooper and Dean Brennan sealed the points. AFC Dunstable maintained the pressure on their co Creasey Park hosts as they enjoyed their 9th straight win -a 2-0 victory away at Leverstock Green. AFC dominated the first half, but only had Danny Ryan’s 23rd minute header to show for their efforts, but although Leverstock began the second half brightly, the visitor’s nerves were settled after when Moses Olaleye charged down a clearance from keeper Carl Tasker and squared for BJ Christie to slot home on the hour. Although against the run of play, the goal settled AFC and with a 2 goal cushion they regained the ascendancy to see out the game. Haringey Boro retained fourth spot after a first half brace from Chris Benjamin gave them a 2-0 win over hosts Hertford Town whilst Tring Athletic are in fifth following their 4-0 win away at Hillingdon Boro. Reon Thomas and Matt Jarvis put Tring two up by half time and an OG and a goal from skipper Graham Hall completed the scoring in the second half. Rob Quattromini, one of a clutch of players signed by Hadley from St. Albans City Reserves last week, scored on his debut to give his new side a 1-0 victory over visiting Biggleswade Utd. A further break at Avenue Park involving vandalism to changing rooms and clubhouse has meant that London Tigers continue their nomadic existence, but they did have some good news as they overcame Oxhey Jets in an early kick off at The Boundary Stadium. Jets got off to flying start, going 2-1 up after just twenty three minutes, but the Tigers roared back in the second half with goals from Artiomas Barinovas and Wadah Ahmidi to bring some joy to an otherwise unhappy week. Broxbourne Boro, under new management, beat Stotfold 4-2 at home and in so doing scored four times against their opponents for the fifth time on the trot.  Elsewhere Harefield Utd and St. Margaretsbury drew 1-1 whilst the games between Aylesbury Utd and Berkhamsted and Holmer Green and Hatfield were both postponed due to frost.
DIVISION ONE

With London Colney’s game at Buckingham Athletic falling foul of the weather, Ampthill Town took the opportunity to close the gap at the top to 11 points, after their 2-0 win away at Kentish Town. A goal from Danny Nicholls in the first half and one from Tyrone Taylor in the second was sufficient to keep Ampthill’s challenge alive, given that they have two games in hand and still have to play Colney home and away. Hoddesdon Town remain in third place after winning 2-1 at home to Wodson Park. A penalty apiece from Gary Simmons and Robbie Green saw the two sides level after an hour, but Jamie Brandon scored the winner with 20 minutes left on the clock. On a bitterly cold, but bright afternoon, Bedford welcomed Kings Langley to McMullen Park and it was Langley that ran out winners by 3 –1. With the pitch in perfect condition, both teams started well and an early Bedford shot was blocked and a Langley forward headed the ball over the Bedford bar. The first real chance came to Bedford but their forward, with a free header, missed the goal completely. Langley now began to dominate the half and only a great save from the home keeper kept them out. He was called into action again to save a close range shot. Langley had a host of chances but failed to make any count. However, they did score on 32 minutes when Steve Noonan headed a cross into the top of the Bedford net. Langley had several other chances to add to their score but all were frittered away and thus they held a slender goal lead at half time. Bedford started the second half well and missed a good chance to level as their player shot the ball over the bar from a good position. Langley had their keeper to thank for a great save to keep their lead as Bedford pressed forward. But just as Bedford were threatening, Langley scored their second goal when Sam Warrell headed a cross in off a post on 75 minutes. But Bedford were not deflated and they scored themselves on 81 minutes following a quickly taken short corner for Scott Joseph to head in the crossed ball off the inside of the Langley post. Bedford now sensed an unlikely point and missed a couple of half chances as the match drifted toward the end. But they were hit by a sucker punch when from a break-away James Armstrong made amends for earlier misses when to scored in the first minute of injury time. The neutral would have felt that perhaps Bedford could have snatched a point from the game, but this was a valuable win for Kings Langley to keep them in fourth place in the table. A solitary goal from Jimmy Hill was enough for Harpenden Town to beat visiting New Bradwell St. Peter 1-0 and maintain close order in what appears at the moment to be the battle for be third place. St. Albans City Reserves beat Tokyngton Manor 1-0 with a first half goal from Tremayne Charles. Crawley Green scored two late goals to finally overcome a stubborn Amersham Town who had defended their early lead for over 80 minutes. Crawley opened brightly but it was Amersham Town who took the lead after 5 minutes. Tim Pitt knocked in a free kick and Myles Beavan took advantage of hesitation in the Crawley defence to score from close range. For the remainder of the half Crawley battered Amersham but were unable to score. New signing Adam Reid and Robbie O'Dell combined to set up Stuart Strange after 8 minutes but his shot went over.  After 15 minutes a Vinny Shrieves free kick cannoned of the post and Stuart Strange's effort from the rebound was well saved by Perry Cheadle in the Amersham goal. Adam Reid then had a shot deflected for a corner from which a Matt Baldry header was again kept out by Cheadle. Crawley continued to create chances and after 26 minutes Gary Capehorn lobbed the advancing Cheadle but his goal bound effort was cleared off the line. Robbie O'Dell then missed the target when clean through and on the break of half time Cheadle made an excellent save to keep out a header from Capehorn. The pattern continued in the second half with O'Dell, Shrieves and Lee Loasby all going close. On the hour a Jamie Warne corner was headed against the bar by Loasby and minutes later Cheadle saved an effort from Jamie Warne. With time running out Crawley finally broke the resistance of the Amersham defence after 85 minutes. A free kick from Jamie Warne was bundled over the line by Lee Hayward and despite Cheadle's fierce complaints the goal was allowed to stand. Crawley then poured forward looking for the winner which finally came after 87 minutes. A poor goal kick from the otherwise excellent Cheadle went straight to Vinny Shrieves but his effort was pushed wide by the Amersham keeper. Jamie Warne took the corner and captain, Chris Harvey, headed in through a crowd of players to secure all three points.  London Lions left it very late before Daniel Stanton scored in the third minute of added on time to secure all three points in the 3-2 win away at Stony Stratford. Four goals in the last twenty minutes, including a brace from Anton Lewis, saw Cockfosters to a 5-1 win at home to beleaguered Sun Postal Sports. Two other games in this Division were postponed was-Chesham Utd Reserves v Langford and Welwyn Garden City v Cranfield Utd.
DIVISION TWO

Game of the day was undoubtedly a real roller coaster between Caddington and Pitstone & Ivinghoe – 12 goals, numerous yellow cards and two hat tricks. Caddington’s Steve Harris scored four goals on his home ground (three inside 9 minutes) and still ended on the losing side as Pitstone ran out 7-5 winners. Ashley Higgins scored three for the visitors and Jamie Edwards added a brace. Leaders Mursley Utd lost the chance to extend their lead as they were beaten 2-1 at home by The 61 FC, who join Aston Clinton and Totternhoe in a chasing pack of three. Totternhoe made the short trip into Luton to play Kent Athletic and returned with a 2-0 win courtesy of goals from Ross Scott and Chris Golding. A hat trick from Chris Martin helped Winslow Utd to a 4-1 win at home to Tring Corinthians whilst another hat trick from Dan Jones helped Hale Leys Utd to a welcome 4-2 win over Old Bradwell Utd and move themselves two places up the table and out of the bottom three. Bletchley Town had to twice come from behind in their local derby with MK Wanderers, but eventually ran out 3-2 winners.
DIVISION TWO CUP

Aston Clinton gained swift revenge for their only league defeat of their campaign two weeks ago when defeated local rivals Risboro Rangers 4-3. For most of the game, it was a fairly lethargic performance from Risboro, who seemed not fully awake for the early kick off!  Aston Clinton led 1-0 at half time due to a strike from Sam Ward, who then put them further in front a minute after the restart. Skipper Andy Hird then reduced the deficit, but poor defending let in Alex Woodfine to score twice to put the visitors 4-1 up. Finally Risboro came to life and it was game on. Ben Williams scored to get Risborough back into the game and two minutes later Hird scored his second to set up a frantic last ten minutes as the home side besieged the visitors goal. As in the earlier league encounter, Aston were again reduced to 10 men, after Kieran Schmidt, just signed from Southern League Aylesbury, was sent off for two bookings, but they managed to finally hang on for a place in the semi finals.
PRICE OF A CUPPA SURVEY – NEXT WEEK
Finally good luck to both Ampthill Town and Royston Town in their respective FA Vase games this Saturday. Both are on their travels, Ampthill up to Oadby in Leicestershire and Royston down to sunny Bournemouth!  I’m looking forward to reporting success in both cases.
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