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Just goes to show what I know about football as I was really confident that we would have both our clubs through to the next round of the FA Vase, but it was not to be. Both clubs were unlucky to be drawn away on pitches that were perhaps not the best, and this, coupled with very strong gale force winds, ensured that the teams who adapted to the conditions the best, emerged on top. Commiserations to both Royston and Ampthill, but it does leave both to concentrate on gaining promotion from their respective Divisions.
A-MAZ-ING    Not one hat trick
F.A. Carlsberg VASE – 4th ROUND

Royston Town’s Vase campaign came to a disappointing end on Saturday at a very windswept and bobbly Victoria Park as they bowed out to 10-man Bournemouth. Royston elected to face the strong swirling wind in the first half and the first 30 minutes proved to be the most crucial part of the game as they struggled to get out of their own half. Calamity struck after just five minutes, goalkeeper Will Norris conceding his second penalty in 7 days which allowed Dave Ewan to score from the spot. Worse was to follow as the normally reliable defence was left embarrassingly exposed on 20 minutes as a long ball forward left Hogan in the clear to joyfully shoot past Norris into the net from 16 yards. Royston continued to make sporadic forays forward into the teeth of the wind, but were often guilty of not holding onto hard won possession. Kaan Fehmi looked dangerous up the left and had the measure of his fullback, which seemed to bode well for the second half and both Matt Standen and John McGrandles had chances which came to nought. The Poppies chances of holding on to their lead in the second half lessened considerably when their influential midfielder Jon Byrne was sent off for a second bookable offence in the 36th minute. As the second half commenced, the vast majority of the 217 spectators were convinced that with the wind behind them, and against 10 men, Royston would at least salvage a replay, but it was not to be. Understandably, Bournemouth prepared to defend with their lives for 45 minutes as they packed their defensive third, but although the introduction of Ricky Young in the 65th minute brought immediate success as he scored with his first touch, that was as good as it got. There was too much emphasis on getting the ball forward at every opportunity, and too many balls were over-hit or carried out of play by the wind. Potential match winner Fehmi cut a forlorn figure as ball after ball flew over his head, and with 20, and for the last five minutes, 21 players congregated in the Poppies penalty area, it would have taken luck, rather than skill to make the breakthrough. Take nothing away from Bournemouth as they defended heroically in the second half, but they played to their strengths, whereas Royston sadly did not. Ampthill travelled to East Midlands Counties side Oadby Town in their latest FA Vase adventure which proved a bridge too far as they lost by the odd goal in a 2-1 defeat. The pitch was very sticky – bit of a glue pot really, which did not suit the Ampthill style of play and they suffered early on for this. The home team lumped the ball forward at almost every opportunity to negate the pitch surface, but Ampthill did not learn from this. Oadby opened the scoring on 11 minutes when Matt Moore’s shot was deflected over Tom Kennard, in the Ampthill goal, and into the top of the net. Kennard then produced a great save to keep the home team out. In trying to pass their way out of defence, Ampthill gave the ball away and the Oadby player raced away to cross the ball for  Piper to score inside the far post on 21 minutes. Ampthill fought back and only a goal line clearance by the home side kept them out. However Elliott Shilliam in the home goal did not have a save to make during the whole of the first half. As the half drew to a close, Oadby should have extended their lead, but twice Kennard saved well and a follow up shot was kicked off the goal line by Danny Hart. Oadby looked very comfortable at half time. The second half saw Ampthill begin to dominate as Oadby went into their shell but only another good early save by Kennard prevented a certain goal. Ampthill had a couple of corners which came to nothing and a shot from a free kick just went wide. Shilliam was called into action to save a good shot and it was now mostly all Ampthill. However, Oadby always looked dangerous on the break and from one of these they struck the Ampthill crossbar. Ampthill were pressing and they were rewarded when following a free kick, Christian Lester scored from close range on 84 minutes. There then followed an uncomfortable final few minutes for the home side as Ampthill searched for the equaliser. The tie was almost squared in the final minute but a shot from Danny Nicholls was blocked and the chance was lost. This was a great effort from Ampthill, not helped by the condition of the pitch, which negated their passing game. But Oadby had too much in their locker and although they were made to sweat out the few final minutes, they deserved their win.
PREMIER DIVISION

Dunstable Town recovered from being 2-0 down at home to Aylesbury Utd after 34 minutes to pull back to 2-2 on the hour mark. Twenty minutes later they were behind again, but a scrambled goal from Dean Brennan in the last minute earned them a point. AFC Dunstable had to dig deep and produce a determined performance away at St. Margaretsbury to pick up all 3 points, as they threw away a 2-0 lead and it took an excellent strike from Kyle Lincoln to register 10 wins out of 10, which saw them move up to joint 2nd in the league. New signing from Berkhamsted, Tony Burnett, had to be happy with a place on the bench. AFC got off to flying start when Buchanan headed home after 2 minutes and Gareth Harnaman doubled the lead on 10 minutes but a Leigh Rose header reduced the deficit on the half hour mark. With an hour gone, Bury were back on level terms when Ricky Light fired home from the penalty spot. With BJ Christie causing problems for the Bury back four as he chasing every ball that came his way, the game changer came with six minutes left on the clock when Luke Lincoln glided past 3 Bury players to strike an unstoppable left footed shot in to the bottom corner to put AFC back in front. Hayden Wills headed home in added on time to ease the AFC nerves to make it 4-2. Haringey Boro must have thought all three points were in the bag when they led 1-0 in the 90th minute at home to Colney Heath, but a dramatic equaliser from Ian Cooper in the second minute of added on time ensured the points were shared. Tring Athletic are still in 5th place, but they were held to a 0-0 draw at home to Holmer Green, who despite this excellent point, still remain in the bottom two. Basement club Hanwell Town have closed the gap on Holmer to just one point after they secured an excellent 4-2 victory at home over Harefield Utd but the bottom two are still three points adrift of the safety zone where Hatfield Town lost rather heavily 5-1at home to Berkhamsted. Recent signings Ivailo Dimitrov from Aylesbury United and Kerkstun Macpherson from Broxbourne Borough both made first starts for the Comrades and Macpherson lost little time in opening his account for his new club, scoring after just 5minutes. Lawrence Bunker contributed a brace but Hatfield lost their discipline towards the end as they were reduced to 9 men. Colin Jenkins scored the only goal of the game as Oxhey Jets beat visitors Leverstock Green 1-0 whilst Stotfold and London Tigers drew an entertaining game 1-1 at Roker Park. Broxbourne Boro, now under the new management of Geoff O’Vell, came back from Biggleswade Utd with a 2-0 victory and Hillingdon Boro scored three times in the last twenty minutes to record a 3-0 win away at Hertford Town.
DIVISION ONE

With neither of the top two involved in league action, third placed Hoddesdon Town took the opportunity to close the gap to that vital second promotion spot to three points, but they have played four games more. Hoddesdon hosted sixth placed Chesham United Reserves in what proved to be a closely fought encounter which was ultimately settled by the strength in depth on the Lilywhite’s bench. Hoddesdon started well and created a number of openings. However, Chesham’s Tobi Akin created some anxiety in the host’s defence but both his efforts were blocked and eventually cleared. Hoddesdon finished the half strongly and Ben Hart went close before the dynamic Ben Andreos rattled the Chesham crossbar with a fine strike. Andreos started the second half as he finished the first with another good effort on goal. HHH~



HHHGhHowever, Akin followed up by hitting the Hoddesdon crossbar. Not to be outdone, Andreos latched on to a misplaced back pass but having rounded the keeper he managed to shoot wide. What will undoubtedly be viewed as an inspired substitution saw Tony Neilson introduced in the 68th minute and he soon put the Lilywhite’s ahead with a fine strike after the opening was crafted by some intricate approach play. Six minutes later he coolly lobbed his second, having again been set up by Andreos. The Lilywhites were able to field three substitute forwards and with Dave Ayres and Gary Simmonds bossing the midfield, it was all Hoddesdon towards the end and further chances fell to Neilson and the returning Dean Barker. In added time Simmonds still had the opportunity to put the seal on a fine captain’s performance but he shot wide after skilfully creating an opening and the game ended with no further scoring. Both sides played good football throughout the game and the match officials had nothing but praise for the exemplary attitude demonstrated by both sets of players and management. Hoddesdon’s win keeps them three points ahead of Kings Langley, whose home game against Cockfosters was postponed. Langford moved up into sixth place following their 2-0 win at home to cellar dwellers Sun Postal Sports, who are now 10 points adrift at the bottom. There was a high scoring thriller at McMullen Park where Bedford just edged visitors New Bradwell St. Peter by the odd goal in seven, and there were also seven goals in the game between Cranfield Utd and Buckingham Athletic, although this time it was the away side that edged the narrow victory. Cranfield were two one up just after the break, but three goals in 12 minutes, including a brace from Josh Hooper, gave Athletic the upper hand, before Nathan Peacock brought the scores closer together with his second of the game. Crawley Green took advantage of a wind assisted first half at home to Wodson Park to take a 3-0 lead which they held on to in the second to run out worthy winners. Vinny Shrieves opened the scoring in the 5th minute, driving the ball firmly past Sturgeon and after 15 minutes Crawley doubled their lead when James McCarthy's free kick was headed in by Lee Loasby. Vinny Shrieves scored his second after 37 minutes. In the second half Wodson had the wind at their back and although they went close on a couple of occasions, Crawley’s defence held firm to keep a clean sheet. London Lions had to overcome going behind in the last minute of the first half at home to Tokyngton Manor before two goals in the last 12 minutes gave them a 2-1 victory. Welwyn Garden City put an end to a run of three previous defeats as they beat visitors Kentish Town, helped by a brace from Marcus Cumberbatch. Poor defending and a lack of self discipline cost Amersham Town dear in their bottom of the table clash with visiting Stony Stratford Town. Amersham kicked off against a strong wind and were the better team for the first twenty minutes, playing the ball out well from the back but never really threatening George Anderson in the Stony Stratford goal.  However a brace from Dean Robb put Stony in the ascendancy at the break. With the wind behind them Amersham had high hopes of gaining at least a point in the second half but their cause was not helped  eight minutes into the half when Ricci Putnam was sent off for violent conduct. Two minutes later, however, Amersham pulled one back through Karol Derewenko who smashed the ball wide of Anderson and into the net. Amersham’s ten men continued to press for an equaliser but were frequently hauled up for fouls, a tally of thirty three committed by Amersham against seventeen by Stony tells its own story. With the extra man Stony Stratford were always dangerous on the break and Cheadle twice saved superbly when a forward was put through.  Numbers were even on seventy nine minutes when a Stony defender was red carded for hauling back Adam Clarke when he was through on goal. In the second minute of injury time, however, Stony made the game safe when a free kick from the right was headed in by Josh Crawley.
DIVISION TWO

Aston Clinton have taken over as the new leaders after beating challengers Totternhoe 3-0 at home with a brace from Sam Ward and one from Anthony Kew. The 61 FC are right on their coat tails as they kept pace after their 2-1 win just down the road at Kent Athletic.  A goal in each half, from Lawrence Clarke and James Shrimpton, enabled Risborough Rangers to return from Pitstone & Ivinghoe with a 2-0 win whilst Winslow Utd needed a Phil Jones goal after 77 minutes to overcome stubborn resistance from Hale Leys Utd. Keenan Sturman and Darryl Wilson both scored doubles for Bletchley Town as they hammered Old Bradwell Utd 7-0 whilst Caddington needed a late goal from Steve Harris before finally overcoming Tring Corinthians 3-2.
ANAGRAM RECORDS TROPHY – 2nd ROUND

MK Wanderers enjoyed a break from a fairly dismal league campaign to date by moving into the next round with a 3-0 win over Goffs Oak. Two exceedingly late goals, in the 8th and 10th minutes of added on time saw Letchworth Garden City Eagles defeat Harpenden Town 2-1 –Town having led with a Jimmy Hill goal from the 63rd minute.
CHANGE OF MANAGERS AT NEW BRADWELL

New man in charge of the 1XI at New Bradwell St. Peter, replacing Gary Flinn, is Simon Jay who steps up from the Reserves and Under 18’s. Terry Hill takes over the Reserves.

HOW TO SHOW A GIRL A GOOD TIME

Attached are the results of a survey which Karen Browne, Sec of Welwyn Garden City, has recently conducted amongst all SSMFL clubs as to the cost of a day out at any of our games. Sadly a number of clubs didn’t have the decency to reply –they are shown in red on the attached Results sheet – but certainly there are some interesting variations. Below are some tongue-in-cheek findings.
Premier Division: Admission charges are fairly standard, either £5 or £6, with the exception of Aylesbury Utd who charge £7. If you include refreshments and a programme, it will cost you over a tenner at Hertford, St. Margaretsbury and Royston, whereas it’s only just over £7.00 at AFC Dunstable and Stotfold. Mind you, you might get hungry at Creasey Park! 
Division One: Not surprisingly the variations are greater here. Admission prices vary from Free to £5.00. The cheapest day out is at New Bradwell, where the admission is free and a cuppa is only 50p, whereas it’s nearly £9.00 to go to Kentish Town. I’m not sure what they put in the tea at Chesham, but I reckon it should be brandy for the price!

Division Two: The smallest sample of the three Divisions, but admission is free at almost all grounds apart from Winslow and Risborough. Taking tucker into account, the cost of a day at Winslow is dearer than at most Div One grounds. Cheapest by far is at Totternhoe, but you had better stop at Macky D’s first if you get peckish.
It would be very nice to complete the survey, so if you are one of those clubs that hasn’t filled in the questionnaire, please do so and make Karen a very happy bunny.
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