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It was good to get back to football after the unofficial two week winter break, and clubs wasted no time in finding the back of the net as it was goals galore throughout the fixture programme. The twenty eight first team games produced a total of 148 goals, an average of 5.3 per game. The 4 County cups produced the highest average of 6.25 per game, closely followed by Division One with an average of 6.1 The Premier Division showed 4.7 whilst Division Two was just below at 4.5. There were no goal less draws, and only three teams failed to score. Certainly spectators could not have asked for more in return for their entrance fee.
Rather surprisingly, with all the goals rattling in, there were only three hat tricks. Cranfield’s Nathan Peacock led the way, hitting the back of the net four times, whilst Darrell Cox got three in the first half for Haringey Boro and Ian Cooper notched three for Colney Heath.
PREMIER DIVISION

Match of the day was undoubtedly the clash between leaders Royston Town and second placed Dunstable Town in front of a crowd of 270 at Garden Walk, and it was the visitors who emerged triumphant with a 5-2 victory. In so doing, they closed the gap at the top to a single point, although Royston do have a game in hand. Goals from Royston’s Kaan Fehmi and Martin Standen, and a brace from Dunstable’s Nathan Frater saw the scores level at half time, but Dunstable dominated the second period, and three late goals, including a double from Dean Brennan, rounded off an excellent day for the Blues, completing the double over the league leaders. Royston’s defeat has also enabled third placed AFC Dunstable to close within a point of them after their 4-1 win at home to Hertford Town – this their 12th win on the trot. Tony Burnett, making his debut following his move from Berkhamsted, gave AFC a first half lead and further goals from Jonathon Barnett and Hayden Wills just after the break, gave the home side a comfortable three goal cushion. Mark Draper did reduce the deficit with twenty minutes left, but BJ Christie wrapped up the points six minutes later. Haringey Borough consolidated their fourth spot with a 6-1 walloping of Holmer Green. The game was over as contest by half time as Boro ran in five goals without reply, including a hat trick from Darrell Cox. They added a sixth on the hour mark, but Holmer had to wait until added on time before finally netting their consolation goal. Leverstock Green moved up a place to 6th after making heavy work of a 2-1 win away at Biggleswade Utd, who fought back from a two goal deficit at half time but could not find the equaliser. This defeat, coupled with Hatfield’s 2-1 win away at Hanwell Town, drops Utd into the bottom three for the first time this season. Hanwell Town hosted Hatfield Town in a game that was crucial to both sides in their quest to avoid finishing in one of the two relegation spots at the end of the season, and made the worst of all possible starts finding themselves two goals behind in the opening nine minutes. Both Hatfield goals came from the penalty spot after two penalty kicks were awarded , the first a strongly contested handball but there was no doubt about the second, Fletcher bringing down Carl Webb as he raced into the penalty area. Hatfield's Terry Caswell made no mistake from the spot on both occasions. Hanwell fought back strongly and Ryan Phillips shot just wide on the turn and then two minute's later, Phillip’s cross found Keith Rowlands completely unmarked at the far post but lack of control saw the chance go begging. With the wind at their backs, Hatfield continued to look dangerous particularly from dead ball situations and full back Jay Welsh shot over from close range on the far post. At the other end, Hatfield keeper Sam Lacey did well to Rowlands and then from a Mo Harkin free kick. A dreadful back pass by Phillips almost gifted Hatfield a third goal but Keiran Jimmy was quickly off his line to deny the onrushing Ashley Gumbs. In the fifty sixth minute, Nathan Munroe's shot was deflected past the stranded Lacey and Hanwell were back in the game. Midway through the half, Charley Baverstock entered the fray, his first appearance since late October. Five minutes after his appearance, Keith Rowlands who had endured a frustrating afternoon let his frustration get the better of him as he needlessly ploughed into the back of Hatfield's Toby Kirkham and the inevitable red card was shown. This effectively brought to an end Hanwell’s chances of a revival and Lacey in the visitors’ goal was hardly troubled for the remainder of the game. Deep into injury time, Hatfield were awarded their third penalty of the game and Fletcher who was again the guilty party with a trip was shown his second yellow card of the game, reducing Hanwell to 9 men. Caswell stepped up with a chance of a hat trick of penalty kicks but on this occasion, Jimmy denied him, diving to his right to turn the ball around the post. Thus Hatfield took the three points, a valuable step as they attempt to move out of the danger zone. London Tigers, still awaiting a return to their thrice vandalised home ground, gained a valuable three points away at Hillingdon Boro following their 2-1 win, whilst Hadley are beginning to climb away from the nether regions after their 2-1 victory – in their case over Berkhamsted, whose leading scorer Lawrence Bunker has decamped to Leighton Town, thus completing the double over their Hertfordshire rivals. It was a game of one half at Broxbourne Boro, where Harefield Utd emerged 3-2 winners, all of the five goals coming in the first 45 minutes. Managerless Colney Heath came away from St. Margaretsbury with a 5-2 win under their belt, aided by an Ian Cooper hat trick and a brace from Jamie Eames, whilst Oxhey Jets and Stotfold shared four goals, and the points, in their 2-2 draw at the Boundary Stadium.
DIVISION ONE

With the top two involved in County Cup action, the spotlight fell on the other promotion hopefuls and neither disappointed. Hoddesdon Town enjoyed a 6-1 romp at home to struggling Buckingham Athletic and now sit just one point behind Ampthill, although they have played four more games. An OG gave Hoddesdon an early lead, and although Buckingham drew level on twenty minutes, Billy Wingrove put Hoddesdon 2-1 up at the break.  The second half belonged to the team in white and further goals were added by Danny Ayres, Richard Burke, Dean Barker and Wingrove, again. Fourth place Harpenden have two games in hand over Hoddesdon and they added to their points total with a 2-0 win away at Wodson Park- the goals coming at the beginning, from Neil Doctor, and at the end, from Jack Downes. Cranfield Utd were the day’s highest scorers as they walloped Kentish Town 9-1 away, Nathan Peacock being their hero with four goals. David Kane added a brace and there were singles from Manny Richardson, Paul Cooper and Enzo Carrillo. New Bradwell St. Peter hosted London Lions at the Recreation Ground, but were overwhelmed by a rampant Lions team by 6 – 1.The game started in rain but soon was bathed in sunshine, which made the wet pitch a little slippery. However, Lions adapted to the conditions and soon their slick passing game bore positive results. A needless foul was given away by Derrick McDonald and from the free kick Tony Keterman scored from the knock down on 15 minutes to put the Lions ahead. The visitors extended their lead on 27 minutes when Captain Dean Nyman cracked in a great shot from the edge of the Peters box. Little was seen of the Peters attack although they had a couple of good chances, but shot wide on each occasion without troubling Mario Canolli in the Lions goal. Right on half time, Lions scored again when a free kick from the right by Josh Kennet evaded everyone and found the corner of the net on 45 minutes. Thus Peters went in three goals down, but it could have been much worse. The expected Peters fight back in the second half failed to materialise and it was the Lions who continued to batter the home goal. An early shot was cleared off the Peters goal line and another shot hit a post. The only thing Peters had to show was a free kick on the edge of the Lions box, but they wasted the chance. The inevitable Lions goal came on 73 minutes when a flowing move was finished by substitute Ben Ellis with a great shot into the corner of the Peters net. Ellis turned provider in the 77th minute for Keterman to score his second and Lions completed their scoring when Kyle Bentwood headed in the sixth goal from a corner kick on 85 minutes. There was just time for Peters to score a consolation goal on 89 minutes when Nathan Skelton converted a right wing cross at the far post. Tokyngton Manor’s up and down season continues as they ran out 5-2 winners at Cockfosters and Welwyn Garden City jumped up a place after their 4-2 win away at Langford, two goals in the first six minutes getting the Citizens off to a flying start. At the bottom of the table, Sun Sports remain 10 points adrift, but above them are four clubs struggling for survival, with the gap to the fifth from bottom standing at 12 points. All four of these clubs lost, as Stony Stratford went down 3-1 away at St. Albans City Reserves, despite taking an early lead and Amersham Town, sporting a number of recent signings,  succumbed to the odd goal in three at home to Bedford. 
DIVISION TWO
Leaders Aston Clinton were held to a 2-2 draw away at Totternhoe, but the point gained helped them extend the gap at the top to two points. Totternhoe were twice in the lead but failure to take their chances allowed the visitors to claim an equaliser. Kent Athletic consolidated their 5th spot with a 1-0 win away at Mursley Utd, courtesy of a Daniel Harris goal just after the break. The game between two of the pre season favourites ended with Winslow Utd claiming all three points as they defeated Risborough Rangers 3-1 at home, despite the visitors taking an early lead through James Shrimpton. Winslow hit back with a brace from Phil Martin and one from Ryan Wiffin. The remaining three matches all finished in 3-3 draws. Tring Corinthians took a three goal lead inside 35 minutes at home to Bletchley Town, but the visitors fought back and a goal with just three minutes left enabled them to share the points. Pitstone & Ivinghoe took a very early lead at home to MK Wanderers, but then went 3-1 down before two late goals from Mathew Edge brought back on level terms.
BEDS SENIOR TROPHY –SEMI FINALS

Ampthill Town were given a wake up call in their away tie at Beds County League side Caldecote going a goal  down in the first minute and then conceding a second on the half hour. However, they fought back with two second half goals to take the tie into extra time, and three further goals sealed the win and their place in the final against Crawley Green who edged past local rivals The 61 FC (Luton) 2-1 after extra time in a game which saw the hosts reduced to 7 men at the end. An injury to a 61FC player after 10 minutes saw the game held up for 18 minutes – a Crawley player being booked for the tackle.  Crawley saw more of the ball after the resumption, Matt Baldry had a header from a Jamie Warne cross well saved by Gray and on the half hour Vinny Shrieves went round the keeper but put the ball into the side netting. Crawley had a good shout for a penalty turned down and Lee Hayward went close with a header from a cross by Stuart Strange. The hosts came back into the game and Aaron Lewis shot over just before the break. In the second half Vinny Shrieves and Jamie Warne both went close before Crawley took the lead after 56 minutes. Matt Baldry put through Gary Capehorn who beat Peter Gray at the second attempt. On the hour mark, The 61 were reduced to 9 men. After a dispute over a penalty claim was turned down. To their credit the 9 men of 61 battled well and their defence stood strong as Crawley missed several chances. After 81 minutes the 9 men drew level when James Potter fired in a shot from the edge of the box which went in off the far post and the game went into extra time. Crawley dominated the first half of added time and took the lead after 100 minutes when Robbie O'Dell deflected a corner from Jamie Warne in at the near post. The second period of extra time saw two further dismissals for The 61 as they ended the game with just 7 men.
HERTS SENIOR CENTENARY TROPHY – SEMI FINAL

Both semi finals turned out to one sided affairs, with Kings Langley beating Sun Postal Sports 7-1 at home, James Armstrong scoring a brace of penalties, whilst London Colney’s 7-0 walloping of Met Police Bushey included a brace from Craig Knightley.
NICK WARTON RIP

New Bradwell St. Peter sadly announced the death, after a brief illness, of committee member Nick Warton on Wednesday 15th February 2012 from pancreatic cancer. Nick was on the committee for 14 years and was the minutes & results secretary for the club. He was always around on match days with his blend of cheerful humour and banter during the game. Spartan South Midlands League’s Bob Flight said “whenever I attended a Peters game, we always stood together in the stand and had a chat and argued about the exact minute a goal was scored or the size of the crowd. I will dearly miss him at future games”. Nick was involved with sport in the Milton Keynes area for many years, including spells at Newport Pagnell Town FC, as a local football referee and with the local table tennis league. A minutes silence was observed before the home game against London Lions on Saturday 18th February in memory of Nick.  Sincere thoughts and condolences go to Nick’s wife Hilary and family.

The 44th annual Don Smith Quiz will take place at the Kents Club, Tenby Drive, Luton on Thursday 1 March 2012.

OPEN INVITATION Don Smith was a local referee and RA member whose death at an early age was the start of a 40-year relationship between the South Beds Referees' Society and the Smith family. Through his brother Brian, the President of the Spartan South Midlands league, the Smith family remain keen supporters of the competition and Brian will be presenting the trophies to the victorious team on the night. The format of the competition is very simply a 50-question quiz on football between teams of three. There will be four rounds of ten questions with a picture quiz and buffet in the middle of the proceedings. There is no entry fee although we will expect you to put your hands in your pockets for the raffle, the proceeds of which will go to the Imperial College Trust Asthma Research Unit in memory of our colleague Carl Couzens. You don’t need to submit entry forms but to help plan the buffet it would be good if you could let it be known that you are planning to participate. Please email the names of your team members to john.nettleton@ntlworld.com Don't worry if you can't fill a team yourself as scratch teams will be made up on the night. So why not round up a couple of pals for a worthwhile evening and make it another bumper event on 1 March? Registration will start at 19:45 and the quiz will begin at 20:00

Wednesday sees the start of Lent. What are you giving up? Wouldn’t it be nice if everyone gave up abusing match officials – even if only for the month. Sadly however, I don’t feel totally confident!

All news, views etc to Bill Scholes

billscholes@hotmail.co.uk

